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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION  
CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
By Anita Carson 

TFA Annual Meeting Program Chairperson  
  

In its thirty-year history, the Towne Family Association has met in var-
ious locations.  We have met throughout New England, on the West 
Coast, in southern states and in northern states.  This year we are 
meeting in the center of the country.   
 
Join us in Omaha for an enlightening meeting and celebrate thirty 
years of the Towne Family Association.  Whether you are new at re-
searching Towne ancestors or you are experienced, you will enjoy our 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΦέ  We will have Towne genealo-
gists as well as a genealogist from Ancestry.com. 
 
We will end our meeting with a banquet and with laughterτour ban-
quet speaker is a Certified Laughter Leader.  Between our first session 
and the banquet, we will focus on getting to know our cousins, learn-
ing more about our DNA project, and enjoy experiencing a new city.   
 
The Towne Family Association (TFA) is a genealogical organization 
whose members are the descendants of William and Joanna (Blessing) 
Towne.  The TFA includes descendants of both the male and female 
lines. 
  
The TFA was established in 1980 by William Bradford Towne, Sr.  Alex-
andria (Deena) Towne became the first president and Bill Towne was 
the first editor of the newsletter, About Towne.  The TFA was incorpo-
rated in 1989 as a non-profit genealogical organization to be able to 
give all persons interested in the Towne family a source to find their 
place in the family. 
 
The first annual meeting was held at the Howard Johnson Motor 
Lodge in Danvers, MA, on August 22, 1981.  The attendees at the first 
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Hello to my new-ŦƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǳǎƛƴǎΦ  LΩƳ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
high standards of Karen Evans, Shirley Patterson and previous edi-
tors.  I look forward to your contributions and commentsτL ŎŀƴΩǘ 
put together your newsletter without them! 
 
At least seven generations of Townes have lived in southern Minne-
sota, where I grew up.  My surname seemed unusual among the ab-
undance of Scandinavian, German and Dutch names.  But I loved my 
name and signed it proudly, even at a young age.  The first large ga-
ǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴŜǎ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
sister, Bessie Town Schmid, in Balaton, MN, about 1950.  Nearly 50 
Townes and other family members attended. 
 
Though I loved American history, the significance of my Towne sur-
ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƻǎǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ L ƪƴŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ ǿƛǘŎƘŎǊŀŦǘ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŀΣ 
of course, but little of the individual players.  One day my uncle said 
his newborn daughter was named for an accused Salem witchτbut I 
was disbelieving.  Years later, studying American colonial history in 
college, I looked up Salem victims but found no Townes. I had the 
mistaken notion they were young women. It never occurred to me 
that some were married, with new surnames. 
 
Just a few months ago, I was chatting with the sibling of the cousin 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭŜƳ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΦ  άLǎ ƛǘ ǘǊǳŜΣέ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƴŀƛǾŜƭȅΣ 
άǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ {ŀƭŜƳ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΚέ  hƘΣ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘe-
ly, I was told.  An avalanche of information followed, and I quickly 
learned the broad outlines of the story of William and Joanna Towne 
and their descendants.  I was thrilled to be able to trace my family 
back to immigrants who were alive in the era of Elizabeth I & Sha-
kespeare, and who lived at a time and place in history that has al-
ways interested me mostτseventeenth-century England.   
 
My brief involvement with the Towne Family Association has already 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜndee 
from the long-ago Town[e] gathering in Minnesota.  When I decided 
ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘŜΣ L ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴa-
tures again until every name was familiar.  I also studied recent is-
sues of About Towne to acquaint myself with the format and con-
tent.  And in the very latest issue of About Towne, one name jumped 
out at meτLouAnne Sterling, the same name that appeared among 
ǘƘŜ .ŀƭŀǘƻƴ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ [ƻǳ!ƴƴŜ {ǘŜǊƭƛƴƎ {ŀǎǎƻƴŜΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ 

 (continued on page 35) 
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My apologies for our late March newsletter.  Since I was away during February with inconsistent internet 
access, everything got behind.  We did enjoy our winter trip to Georgia and the Carolinas, despite cooler than 
usual weather, and came home with a year-old rescue dog from North Carolina.  We have not had a young dog 
in the house for about twelve years, so have been having a lively time since we got home! 
 
I was disappointed to receive the resignation of Karen Evans as editor of About Towne effective March 1, 2010, 
due to the demands of her job.  Many thanks to her for stepping in last year when we needed a replacement for 
Shirley Patterson.  The changes she implemented and the wide variety of articles published provided interesting 
reading throughout the year.  With this issue, you will become acquainted with our new editor, Carole Towne 
Seaton, from Tucson, Arizona.  A relative newcomer to TFA, she is looking forward to continuing the high stan-
dards of the newsletter.  She would love to receive family stories and pictures to publish.  You may continue to 
send submissions to AboutTowneNews@hotmail.com.  The more material she receives, the better the newslet-
ter will be. 
 
The need for volunteers to work on committees or on the executive board continues.  We have been fortunate 
that a number of new people have stepped forward in the past two years, but it seems we always have vacan-
cies.   If you have experience with HTML, we would love to have your help to maintain the website.  We have 
many ideas, but not enough time or experience to implement them.  If you can help with this, please contact 
Margaret Press at mlpress@nr.com.    We will also be looking for someone to serve as vice president of pro-
grams for the 2010-2011 year.  Let me know if you are interested in this position and I will give you more infor-
mation. 
 
In this issue you will find the registration form for our 30th Annual Meeting, which will be held September 23-25, 
2010, in Omaha, Nebraska.  I hope to see many of you there.  Anita Carson, chairperson for the meeting, is 
putting together a great program for us.  Many of our relatives migrated west, so this is an opportunity to see a 
part of the country they may have traveled through on their journeys.  This is also an opportunity for those 
members who live in the middle of the country to attend a meeting and enjoy the camaraderie of meeting new 
cousins. Since I have never been in that part of the country, we are planning to get out there a few days early so 
we can spend some time exploring.   
 
Arthur J. and Jean Towne sent me some exciting news regarding the Topsfield (MA) Main Street Foundation, 
which has been working for the past few years to clean up the area around the river and establish a walking 
ǇŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ Wƻŀƴƴŀ ¢ƻǿƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
project.  You will be able to read more about the project in the September newsletter and we will discuss it at 
the Omaha meeting.  If you would like more information now, check the website: www.topsfieldmainstreet.org. 
 
I have also been in touch with Janet Thompson regarding the Clayes/Cloyse House in Framingham, MA.  Plans 
are moving forward and she is hoping to have information soon regarding the acquisition of the house.   
 
I have received a message from Richard Towne, whose press release regarding his book, Nothing But Our Best, 
was included in the March newsletter.  He has arranged with Odyssey Book Store in South Hadley, MA, to make 
the book available online.  Please see www.odysseybks.com/towne.html.  He included a photograph of his 

 (continued on page 34) 
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Longtime Towne Family Association 
members Marie Roome, second 
from left, and Jim Roome, second 
from right, celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on April 1, 2010.  They are 
shown here with Jean Towne, left, 
and Arthur J. Towne, right, in 

Portsmouth, NH, in 2009. 

IN LATE 2009, TFA MEMBER SHARI KELLEY WORRELL founded and now heads the Order of the First Families of New 
Hampshire 1622-1680 to honor ancestors from that state.  The organization has over 80 members and held its inaugural 
meeting in April in Washington, D.C.  Members have started a newsletter and web site where anyone interested can go for 
more information:  www.offnh.homestead.com 
 
IN APRIL, SHARI KELLEY WORRELL also was elected president general of the Associated Daughters of Early American 
Witches.  Shari reports that all female Towne descendants are eligible for ADEAW membership because Joanna Blessing 
Towne was apparently accused (though never convicted) of witchcraft.  Find more information at www.adeaw.us  
 

    NEWS 
 

Mary Easty memorial featured  ÉÎ ."#ȭÓ Ȱ7ÈÏ $Ï 9ÏÕ Think You AÒÅȩȱ 

In case you missed it, the Mary Easty stone bench at the Witch Trials Memorial in Salem was shown briefly on a 
segment of the "Who Do You Think You Are?" series on NBC earlier this year.  The episode traced the ancestry of 
Sarah Jessica Parker back to a woman, Esther Elwell of Gloucester, who was accused by teenage girls of witch-
craft in November 1692; Esther wasn't actually convicted, because by then the hysteria had started to die down 
and cooler heads were prevailing.  But it hit home with me, of course, because of my ancestor, Mary Easty, who 
was similarly accused, then convicted, and executed in September 1692.  It is possible that the statement which 
she wrote to the judges before her death may have had something to do with saving Sarah Jessica Parker's an-
cestor from the same fate.  Mary wrote (it is quoted on the Witchcraft Victims' Memorial in Danvers, and at the 
Salem Witch Trials Memorial): 

The Lord above knows my innocencye. . .as att the great day will be known to men and Angells. I Petition 
to your honors not for my own life, for I know I must die and my appointed time is sett, but the Lord he 
knows it is that if it be possible no more innocent blood may be shed. 

 
There are a couple of shots of the Nurse homestead, and Sarah Jessica Parker's understanding of the times is 
assisted by Mary Beth Norton, the historian who wrote In the Devil's Snare.  Right at the end of the episode, she 
is shown wandering around the memorial in Salem; the camera shows her brushing away snow on a stone that 
says "Mary Easty Hanged Sept. 22, 1692."  These scenes brought back fond memories of the reunion we at-
tended in 2007. 
 
This episode of "Who Do You Think You Are?" can be viewed for the next several months on the NBC website, 
www.nbc.com, in case you missed it and would like to see it.  After reaching the website, just click on Video Li-
brary. 
                                                                                                                                                                  τCharlie Foster 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  !ǘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜ-airing on MSNBC on weekendsτso watch for it! 
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   Historianôs Corner 

 

WHY LEAVE ENGLAND?  
By Virginia Towne 

 

During the early 1600s, many things that had been growing over the last one hundred years blossomed into a 
garden of fear and mistrust.   Economic, religious and political forces had the population confused and fearful, 
not knowing what might come next to upset their lives.   English conformity was coming to an end; people be-
lieved different things. 
 
IŜƴǊȅ ±LLL ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ŜǊŀ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ   !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΣ ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά5e-
fender oŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΦ   !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΦ   
Then he had his marital problems.  The way out was to recognize himself as the head of the English church, 
breaking off from the Roman church.  Still, the official church was very like it had always been, although reading 
the Bible and married clergy were allowed.  As long aǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊΣ ōŜƛƴƎ trotestant was in.  Conformity 
was good. 
 
aŀǊȅΣ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛƴ мрро ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ 
the Roman Catholic faith.   She married the prince of Spain and was much despised and called Bloody Mary.   
 
Good Queen Bess (Elizabeth I) followed her sister and was seen to be Protestant and yet tried to be fair-minded.  
Again, anything that upset the country was not allowed, but she was much more open-minded than either her 
father or sister.  However, her cousin Mary Queen of Scots was championed as the true queen of England by the 
Roman Catholics until her execution in 1587 after nineteen years of imprisonment.  Spain tried to occupy Eng-
land in 1588 with the famous Spanish Armada.  The English were constantly in a state of alarm against Roman 
Catholic uprisings and invasions.   
 
!ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мслоΣ WŀƳŜǎ ±L ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ WŀƳŜǎ L ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  ¦ǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳb-
ƧŜŎǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ; 
many people were thrown out of work as a result.  James was not a popular king.  Wealth and poverty lived next 
door to each other as farm workers were thrown off the land and wandered the roads.  Religious conformity was 
strictly enforced.  

                                                                
 
 
English monarchs (left to right):  Elizabeth I could be described as the first Protestant ruler; James I was an unpopular king; 
the unfortunate Charles I ruled when William and Joanna Towne emigrated from Great Yarmouth. 

(continued on page 34) 
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REMEMBERING JULIUS TOWNɂ 

ONE OF OUR MOST FAMOUS PIONEERS 

 

By Ray Crippen, Editor, Worthington Daily Globe 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ story about Julius A. Town, younger brother of my great-great-grandfather, Alvah Sabin 
Townτboth sons of Adolphus Townτǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ LΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ all my life:  Ray Crippen, former editor, 
Worthington [MN] Daily Globe.  Mr. Crippen has a longstanding interest in the history of Nobles Co., MN, where 
he grew up and now writes a weekly history column for the Globe.  My mother clipped the story from the news-
ǇŀǇŜǊ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǘǎ ŘŀǘŜΦ  Lt can be deduced from the story itself that it appeared in the Globe around March 
7, 1985.  Julius A. Town is buried in the oldest quadrant of the Worthington cemetery, just a few yards from 
graves of my parents, grandparents, siblings, aunt and uncles and a few more yards from my childhood home. 

Col. J.A. Town, lying in state in the rotunda of the Nobles County courthouseτ   

Mourners, old friends, acquaintances, the curious, filing past the bierτ 

An American Legion honor guard standing at attentionτ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ру ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƻŦ /ƻƭΦ ¢ƻǿƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ bƻōƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ-
known pioneers, a commander of the Minnesota Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, not to mention 
the man who sold lumber at Windom [MN] and who opened the first lumberyard at Heron Lake [MN].  
 
The bier in the courthouse rotunda was a rare kind of honor. 

But Julius Town was a rare individual. 

His Civil War experiences were uncommon, for an opener. He was with Grant at Vicksburg and with Sherman on 
the march from Atlanta to the sea. He marched with a Union army through the captured Confederate capital at 
wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ wŜǾƛŜǿ ŀǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/ΦΣ ŀǘ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ 

Julius Town was an enlisted man; colonel was an honorary title. And he was one of the first enlisted men. A na-
tive of Owatonna [MN, but the Towne Family Association online genealogical records list his birth in September 1844 in 

Jackson twp., Steuben Co., INτed.], where his father erected the first frame building, J.A. Town responded to Presi-
ŘŜƴǘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ 9Σ CƻǳǊǘƘ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ƻƴ hŎǘΦ мфΣ 
1861, in the first half-year of the war.  

After his discharge he completed his education, which included two winters at the University of Minnesota. In 
the spring of 1871 he rode the train to the newly-emerging village of Windom, where he sold lumber for three 
months. He then went on to Heron Lake to establish a lumberyard. He arrived at Worthington in 1874, before 
the town was two years old.  

Town was a sheriff of Nobles County, elected Nov. 2, 1875. He was first town clerk of Worthington township, a 
member of the first board of Worthington school district No. 5, a Worthington village attorney through a succes-
sion of years. He was admitted to the bar 102 years ago this week, March 8, 1883, after studying at the office of 
George W. Wilson. 

J.A. Town practiced law at Worthington until 1920. In 1924, and reluctantly, he left Worthington to live at the 

  (continued on next page) 
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meeting are listed in Vol. I, No. 3, p. 14 of About 
Towne and included Mary Jo Towne Adams, Robert 
E. Horgan, Alice Towne Horgan, Adele Martino, Alice 
Pillsbury Martino, Carroll N. Mosher, Emma Towne 
Mosher, Kenneth Boyd Towne Jr., Krystene Rosalyn 
Towne, Arthur J. Towne, Jean L. Towne, Dorothy 
Towne McNamara, Basil McNamara, Robert Irving 
Taylor, Alexandria N. (Deena) Towne, Arline Sheldon 
Towne and William Bradford Towne, Sr. 
 

Dr. James B. Bell, New England Historic Genealogical 
Society director, spoke to those assembled.  He said 
ά¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘer ten yearsτyou will see how 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿΗέ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ 
with members in nearly every state, Canada, England 
and Australia. 
 
In 1990 about thirty TFA members traveled to Eng-
land and visited various places where people named 
Towne had lived.  The trip climaxed when the TFA 
presented a cast bronze plaque to St. Nicholas parish 
church in Great Yarmouth, commemorating the 
founders of the Towne family in America, William 
and Joanna Towne. 
  

          
  
  

 

home of one of his two daughters at Minneapolis. 

 It was as a veteran and a patriot that residents of the 
area remember Julius Town especially. For the Fourth 
of July, 1926, in his 81st year and less than a year be-
fore his death, J.A. Town still marched in a parade 
Řƻǿƴ ²ƻǊǘƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ млǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ²ƻr-
thington for one of his frequent visits.  

In 1875, when he was still a young veteran of 31 
years, and when Memorial Day was still a novelty, J.A. 
Town delivered the featured address of the day at 
²ƻǊǘƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ aƛƭƭŜǊ IŀƭƭΦ ! ōŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊ 
sang.  Among several things, Town recalled a fellow-
soldier: 

άL ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
ƳŜŜǘǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎΧΦIŜǊƻŜǎΣ 
heroes, every one of them! 
 
άLƴ ŀ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ-fought 
ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ !ƭǘƻƻƴŀ ώD!ϐ ƭƛŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ōǊŀǾŜǎǘ 
heroes. A young man, but a mere boy when he en-
listed.  
 
άIŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ 
and honorably, and was awaiting his discharge. 
 
άhƴ ǘƘŜ eve before the battle, as we sat around the 
camp fire, he told us that in the coming battle he 
should fall. He gave us his last message for his loved 
ones at home. He uttered not a word of regret, only a 
wavering in his voice as he spoke of his mother and 
bade us care for her. 
 
άhƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛŎƪŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭτ
killed while waving our flag in defiance at the charging 
foe. 
 
άIŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘΧΦέ 
 
The oratory of Julius Town.  It will be 58 years ago on 
Sunday that his bier was carried to the Nobles County 
courthouse rotunda and the doors were opened for 
the old veteran to lie in state. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ όǊƛƎƘǘύ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ !ŘƻƭǇƘǳǎ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ Wǳƭƛǳǎ 

A. Town is at the far right.  Others, from left:  Alvah S., Evaline, 

Ezra, Emily, Lucius, and Harriet. 
 
 

      

      

      

   

Anita Carson is chairperson 
of the Towne Family Associa-
ǘƛƻƴΩǎ 30th annual meeting in 
Omaha in September. 

  (continued from page 25) (continued from previous page) 
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TOWNE PIONEERS IN NEBRASKA 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  aŀƴȅ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ Wƻŀƴƴŀ ¢ƻǿƴŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǾŜƴǘǳǊƛƴƎ 
into the unknown perhaps almost as much as William and Joanna had in the seventeenth century.  In recognition 
of our annual meeting in Omaha in September, we are remembering some of them.  This obituary originally ap-
peared in the Tekamah [NE] Herald on January 5, 1925, and was reprinted in About Towne, Vol. IX, No. 2.  Teka-
mah is about 30 miles north of Omaha. 
 
Elizabeth Mabel Towne was born September 21, 1839, at Poultney, VT, and died January 3, 1925, at her home 
near Tekamah, NE, being 85 years, 3 months old. 
 
Her father, Asa M., died when she was four years old and her mother and two children moved to New York to live 
with her grandparents, and later to Wisconsin.  ώά{ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ²ŀǳǇǳƴΣ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΣ ōȅ ŎƭƛǇǇŜǊ 
ǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎΧΦέ  About Towne, Vol. VIII, No. 4.]     
 
In April 1856, they started to Nebraska, driving three yoke of oxen and arriving in Florence in June.  She ate her 
first Thanksgiving dinner in Nebraska at Omaha and at the same table with the second governor of Nebraska, 
Governor Izard.   
 
She was married to Walter Tuttle June 14, 1858.  In September 1861, her husband enlisted in the great war of the 
rebellion and later in 1861 he paid the supreme sacrifice, thus leaving his wife and two small children in sorrow. 
 
On February 10, 1864, she was married to William Drury and moved on a farm that is now Miller Park in Omaha.  
In 1870 they decided to go west and take a homestead.  Mr. Drury, on arriving at Tekamah, met an old friend, 
John Truax, and went home with him to spend the night.  (Truax lived where Faussetts live now.)  Mr. Drury 
traded a cow to John Davis for his right to his homestead, which is still the Drury farm.   
 
Nine children came to bless this home.  In 1885 Mr. Drury passed away; and four children pre-deceased the 
motherτWebster O. in 1883, Winfield P. in 1883 in Tekamah, Harriet in 1889 in Decatur, and William in 1922 in 
Colorado.   
 

                                                         
 
Fifteen years ago, Grandma Drury, as she has been called by all that knew her, suffered a severe illness, after 
which she has never been able to walk.  She has patiently sat in her chair, always with a smile of cheer to every-
one, never once complaining but always ready to cheer someone else.  All of her children have waited on her lo-
vingly and patiently.   
 

Left, Elizabeth Drury on her 
82

nd
 birthday, September 21, 

1921.  Right, four of Eliza-
ōŜǘƘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ муфлΦ  .ŀŎƪ 
row, left to right:  Jenny 
Drury Miller, Warren Drury, 
Alice Drury Matheny.  Front 
row: son-in-law Jim Miller, 
left, and William Alexander 
Drury. 

  (continued on page 35) 
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OUR NEBRASKA CONNECTION 

 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  9ƭƭŀ aŀŜ ¢ƻǿƴŜ tŜǊƻΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ About Towne, wrote about her Nebraska 
visit for Vol. XVIII, No. 4.  Imperial is in southwestern Nebraska, about 20 miles from the Colorado border.  Ella 
Mae reports that sadly, both Marcia and Cal have died since her story first appeared. 
 

Exactly where in our vast forty-eight continental United States is the state of Nebraska, I wondered.  This was a 
logical question for an Easterner who had never been beyond the Mississippi River except for a visit to the 
Grand Canyon and to the Pacific states of California and Oregon. 
 
During the years that I have been mailing the Towne Family Association newsletter, About Towne, I have devel-
oped some wonderful friendships with our Towne cousins all across the country.  Frequently I pencil a greeting 
on the inside corner of the newsletter.  One such note on the June issue brought an immediate response.  It was 
from Marcia and Calvin Pierce in Imperial, NE, the only Towne Family Association members in that whole state.  
I had mentioned in my note to them that my brother and his wife, Warren and Lotte Towne, and I were planning 
to attend the annual TFA meeting in Richland, WA, in September and then would be driving eastward through 
the national parks before flying home from Denver.  The Pierces sent a plea for us to stop and visit them, indi-
cating that Nebraska could easily be incorporated into our plans.  Consulting a map, it appeared to me to be im-
possible.  However, my brother, sensing the sincerity of the invitation, reworked our itinerary to include a few 
hours of time with our Nebraska cousins.   
 
We flew to Seattle, drove to Richland for a great three-day meeting, and then drove to Boise, ID, for a visit with 
[ƻǘǘŜΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ to the Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, Mt. Rushmore, the Needles, the Badlands 
and on to historic Wall, SD.  We stayed overnight in Ogallala and then drove south to Imperial.  Marcia and Cal 
were waiting for us.  They live in a lovely apartment in a retirement ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ άƎŜt-
ǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘέ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ǿƘŜŀǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǿƘŀǘ /ŀƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǎƳŀƭƭ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜέτ1,000 acres!  He is 81; she is 79.  They will be celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary next June 4.  They shared with us their extensive collection of antique glassware.  Cal also collects 
barbed wire and coins.  They have traveled to all fifty states.  It is Marcia who is the Towne connection, descend-
ing from Jacob.  She is a life member of TFA as well as a charter member, having joined in 1981.  She has several 
health problems, but he stands tall.   
 
We were treated to lunch at the local eatery.  Being in cattle country, we were not surprised at the wonderful 
steak; but /ŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ōŜŜŦΤ ǿŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŀǎǘΗέ  IŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǊŜǎ 
of our rental car in an attempt to get us to stay longer, but we had a 250-mile drive to Denver so had to leave by 
mid-afternoon.   
 
As we took pictures in front of their apartment and shared the usual Towne hugs, we felt good about having 
made the effort to visit this exceptional couple.  This was especially true because they have such a small imme-
diate family.  Their only child, a daughter, died from a malignant brain tumor several years ago.  They do, how-
ever, have two granddaughters and five great-grands. 
 
The lives of many TFAers have been enriched by the cousins we have found over the years and by the lasting 
friendships we have forged.  Any effort to keep in touch, to visit, to send a note, means so muchτparticularly to 
our older members.  Reaching out is easy and so rewarding, I know.  It was a lesson I learned in Nebraska last 
summer.   
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 [Type a quote from the document or the summary of  

 

grandfather, Frank B. Towne, with his father, Ri-
chard, taken around 1903. 
 
  

 
 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Nothing But Our Best, features his 
grandfather, Frank B. Towne, shown above with his father, 
also Richard Towne. 

 
You can see there is a lot of activity!  Check our web-
site, www.townefolk.com, regularly for updates.   
 

  ñElizabeth Hanahan 
 

 

   

 
*ÕÓÔ ÉÎ ÃÁÓÅȣ 

Χȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ¢C! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ 
so now.  Dues are payable each January 1.  Your dues sup-
port essential activities of the association, including our 
DNA project. 
 
Dues must be paid by July 1 to continue receiving your 
About Towne newsletter. 
 
Members renewing in the second quarter of 2010 are 
shown on pages 36-38 of this issue of About Towne.   
 
Rememberτwhen you renew, specify whether you wish 
to have only your name published, or your name and ad-
dress, or name, address, phone number and e-mail ad-
dress.  See pages 40-41. 
 

 

. 

Charles I followed James in 1625.  Poverty and political 
unrest continued while Charles married a French Ro-
man Catholic princess. Charles worked at taxing with-
out calling Parliament, but his unforgivable crime was 
to appoint Laud as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633. 
!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ [ŀǳŘ ǿŀǎ άƘƛƎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
push the church in that direction, while Puritans were 
trying to remove images and frills.  If you were ex-
communicated, which could happen if you disagreed 
with Laud, you only had 40 Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ άƎǊŀŎŜέ 
or be arrested.    
 
With different models of conformity, people were con-
fused and irritated.  Poor people begged on the 
streets.  Technology was changing and Spanish attacks 
were continuing against other Protestant countries.  
¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
was winding its way up to the English Civil War.  It was 
time to leave.  
 

  (continued from page 27)   (continued from page 29) 

 
TFA needs you! 

 
We are seeking volunteers on a variety of projects. 

 

¶ Webmaster:  Do you have experience with web 
design?  Volunteer to help maintain and build 
our web site. Contact Margaret Press, 
mlpress@nr.com 

 
 

¶ Authors:  We need your submissions or your 
ideas for articles that we can research.  All 
ideas are welcome.  Your fellow members want 
ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛǘȅΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊτǿŜΩƭƭ work 
with you.  Deadline for the next issue is July 15, 
2010.  Contact Carole Towne Seaton, editor, at 
AboutTowneNews@hotmail.com or call (520) 
822-9921.  

 
 

Take an active role in your organization! 
We cannot continue to do it without you. 

 

http://www.townefolk.com/
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At the age of 13 years, she joined the Methodist 
church and on moving near Tekamah united with the 
Methodist church of Craig, of which she was still a 
member. 
 
She was the eldest of ten children.  She leaves to 
mourn her death one brother, George W. Mickel of 
Washington, and two sisters, Mrs. Sarah Aldrich of 
Houston, TX, and Mrs. A.D. Gater of Tekamah.  There 
are also seven childrenτJames H. Tuttle of Washing-
ton, Jennie Miller of South Dakota, Alice Matheny of 
Warren, Walter, Kate and Mabel at home; and 29 
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandchild.   
 
Elizabeth Drury was a cultured and talented lady, pos-
sessing more than ordinary ability.  She was loved by 
all who had the pleasure of her acquaintance.  She 
leaves many lonesome hearts.  Special mention should 
be made of the children at home, whose cheery com-
panionship was a source of strength during her failing 
health the past years.  She was a grand old lady, al-
ways scattering sunshine along her path.  She was a 
great lover of flowers.  She was always a devoted 
member of the Pioneer and Old Settlers Association 
and was missed at the last reunion for the first time. 
 
Funeral services were held at the Methodist church at 
Tekamah Tuesday afternoon in charge of Rev. H.E. Sor-
tor of Craig, and the body laid to rest among an abun-
dance of flowers in the beautiful Tekamah cemetery by 
the side of her beloved husband and children. 
 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
Who was always with us here, 
But she has left us in deep sorrow, 
In this world so dark and drear 
Now she is up in heaven, 
In the home were Angels live 
And when the day shall come 
²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦέ 
 

 
TFA past president and longtime About Towne editor Shirley 
Drury Patterson provided the photos of her great-
grandmother, Elizabeth Towne Drury, and her grandfather, 
William Alexander Drury, on page 32. 
 
 
 
 
 

ŀ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ that Balaton 
picnic some 60 years ago.  Her mother, Lulu Town 
Sterling, and my grandfather, Julius R. Town, were 
siblings. 
 

So here I am, eager to learn more from all of you, 
and eager to find more cousins.   

   ðCarole Towne Seaton 
 

 

 
Sons and daughters of Alvah Ralph Town and their fami-
lies signed a guest register when they gathered in Balaton, 
MN, for a family reunion about 1950. 

(continued from page 32) (continued from page 26) 


