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DEADLINES Loom!

June 30 deadline for TFA reunion
registration and hotel reservations!
See special 10-page Salem section
beginning on page 43.

June 30 deadline for paying this
year’s dues! See page 42.

See tour brochure mailed with this
issue for special EARLY BIRD

April-May-June 2011
Dear Father: A Civil War Letter to Charles C. Town
By Elizabeth Hanahan

"I he History of St. Armond [sic], NY, History of Essex County, edited by
H.P. Smith and published by D. Mason & Co. Publishers (Syracuse, NY,
1885) states Bloomingdale, NY, and surrounding vicinity provided more
soldiers for the War of the Rebellion than any other town of its size in the
county. Among these volunteers was my great, great-grandfather, Charles
C. Town (William, Jacob, John, Ephraim, Silas, Edmund, George, Charles C.),
who enlisted for three years at the age of 29 on July 28, 1862, in St. Ar-
mand, NY. He had been born on April 8, 1833, in Morrisville, VT, to George
Town and Ruth Parcher.

He mustered in for the first time as a Private, with Co. C, 118 Reg't N.Y.
Infantry at Plattsburgh, NY, on August 29, 1862. Health issues plagued him
through much of his enlistment. Their nature was never specified, but
family legend has it that they continued throughout his life. At the muster
of April 10, 1863, he was listed as “totally unfit to perform the duties of a
soldier and will probably be discharged within the next 30 days.” This did
not happen, however, and on the muster for May and June, 1863, he had
risen in rank to 7" Corporal. From November 1864 until May 1865, he was
listed on detached service with the Q. M. Dept. U.S.C.T. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Charles applied for and was granted appointment as 2" Lieutenant in

th y)
the 29 Reg’t Conn. Vols (Colored). Continued on page 35

savings on next year’s England trip! 8,
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Jeannette Lamson Town and Charles C. Town of Bloomingdale, NY.
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&  From the editor’s in-box...

Jean and Arthur J. Towne wrote in regard to the planned Towne
Family Association trip to Norfolk and Suffolk next year:

“€harles Farrow, our British genealogist, will be a wonderful
tour guide for our 2012 TFA trip to England. He is an expert on
our Towne family history in England and has lived it with us for a
number of years. He possesses a dry sense of humor, is very down
to earth and a great fellow to be with.

“We were members of his tour in 2001, when he rescued us all
from the scheduling glitches caused by the tour company. His in-
terpersonal skills smoothed all the relationships when we arrived
early and unannounced at homes where we were not expected
until later in the tour. And of course, his most frequently used
phase, ‘Make an orderly queue to the loo,” made us all smile.

“We fondly remember the evening we arrived in Ipswich, England.
Shortly after we had unpacked there was a knock on the door. It
was Charles inquiring whether we would like to join him on a
walking tour of the city. Despite our fatigue we were happy to
join him. Apparently lpswich was his childhood home and he
simply couldn't wait to share it with us! He showed us all his fa-
vorite haunts and shared a lot of local history that was not in-
cluded in the tour. He was like a ‘kid in a candy store.” It will be
great to see him again.” &

LOOKING FOR A GREAT DEAL?

Your official invitation to join your TFA cousins in
England next year is mailed with this issue. You
can also see the complete tour brochure on the
TFA website: \www.TowneFolk.com| Check out
the fine print on the last page of the tour bro-
chure and SAVE $255! Read all the details under
“Early Bird Cost” in the brochure. The tour price
is 52,250 excluding air fare, but the price is re-
duced to only 51,995 if you sign up and send
your deposit before October 31.
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©ur 31° annual reunion in Salem, MA, is rapidly approaching! Please check the schedule included in this
issue since there are a number of significant changes from previous reunions. You will want to consider
these changes when making your travel plans so that you will be able to take part in all of the activities.
Because we will be meeting in August, please note that the hotel cut-off date is June 30. After that time,
because it will be prime tourist season, the hotel will release any uncommitted rooms to the general public
and the special reunion prices will not be guaranteed. | look forward to seeing you there!

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

The Towne Family Association table at the Society Fair at the New England Regional Genealogical Confe-
rence in Springfield, MA, on April 5™ was fun. Both descendants and other conference attendees spent
time looking over the display and chatting. More than one conversation started out, “I’'m not a Towne...,”
only to discover that they were connected through another branch. The poster of Towne family churches
in England (photos courtesy of Karen Johnsen) was a big hit. It was interesting to note the number of
people who were familiar with the story of Mary Estey and the witch hysteria as a result of the segment on
NBC’s Who Do You Think You Are? which featured Sarah Jessica Parker!

| am sure you will enjoy the brochure Karen Johnsen has provided which contains details and registration
information for our proposed trip to England in September 2012. She has been working with Charles Far-
row, our genealogist in England, to finalize plans. They have contacted people from St. Nicholas Church
who are looking forward to hosting us at a Sunday church service followed by a buffet lunch. A room will
be made available to us in the afternoon for our 32" annual meeting. To actually gather for this purpose
in the place where William and Joanna married and baptized six of their children will be an unforgettable,
once-in-a-lifetime experience!

The latest information from the group trying to save and restore the Clayes house in Framingham, MA, in-
dicates that, despite efforts by many people, they are still stalled at trying to locate the bank holding the
mortgage. They hope to encourage that bank to donate the property to the group. There is a likelihood
that the mortgage is held by Litton Financial or Goldman Sachs, but negotiations have been stymied by an
inability to identify the proper contact people in those banks. If you have any ideas as to how to proceed,
contact Janice Thompson (Janice@janicethompson.net). So far, despite a harsh winter, the house contin-
ues to stand, but deteriorates every day. The historic sign of the Framingham Historic Commission—
indicating that the house was the home of Peter and Sarah Clayes, Salem Refugees, c. 1693—has unfortu-
nately been stolen. Bit by bit, pieces of our history are being lost.

Karen Towne has notified me that, due to unforeseen changes in her life, she will no longer be able to act
as our head genealogist. Over the past two years, she has made excellent progress in working to update
and make corrections to our database. | would like to thank her for all her hard work and wish her well.
Until we appoint a replacement for Karen, contact me (hanahanTFA@aol.com) if you have a genealogical
guestion or information to submit and | will forward it to the most appropriate associate genealogist.
Queries and changes submitted to the website will continue to be handled as usual.

TFA depends on volunteers to keep us going. Opportunities exist to participate in all areas. If you are in-
terested in helping out, let me know. All ideas and suggestions are welcome! &»
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MEET YOUR OFFICERS:

Lynn Bolte, TFA Vice-President, Programs

Lynn Bolte has been a TFA member for six years. She looks forward to seeing old friends and meeting new
members at our Salem gathering, which she’s been helping to plan.—Ed.

IVKy interest in genealogy sprouted from my mother, Dorothy Kellerman, and her uncle, Towne Aber-
crombie. My grandfather, Ray Abercrombie, and Towne Abercrombie descended from Joseph. Uncle
Towne gathered family records and history and published several books on his findings. My mother be-
came interested in both her Scottish and English ancestors and took up where he left off. Her lifetime
hobby became finding out about her Scottish ancestors; in doing so, she discovered the Towne connection.
My mother and my father, Chet, based their travels on researching family areas and records and even
speaking with elderly relatives in other countries. They became TFA members and were active for many
years. | read About Towne for years. When my husband, Dave, and | retired we also became members.

When my mother passed away, file drawers filled with handwritten letters from the 1700s forward, notes
from ancestors, written accounts of how the family settled in the U.S. and Canada, even personal health
histories, fell into my hands. It is a wonderful gift to know your heritage, and comforting to realize that you
are part of a larger and more wonderful scheme than ever imagined.

| was born and raised in Cincinnati and graduated from the Ohio State University with a B.A. in Spanish. My
goal at an early age was to see the world. After several other jobs, and after my children were grown, | de-
cided to pursue a career in travel. As a travel agent, | reaped many benefits; and then later, as a customer
service agent for American Airlines, | had lots of flight opportunities. | spent twenty years in the travel
business, and | did see the world.

Dave and | have been married for forty-six years and have three daughters and four grandchildren. Rehab-
bing old homes and gardening are my current hobbies. We spend the winters in Sarasota, FL, where | can
garden and see the sun and ocean. My recent interest is in art, and | enjoy doing gyotaku, the Japanese art
of fish painting, as well as bonsai and ikebana flower arranging.

Our home in Cincinnati is a Victorian replica which we designed and built over a two-year period. On the
grounds is a 200-year-old cemetery which includes fourteen grave sites. The property originally was
owned by a sea captain from Nantucket, born in 1786, who eventually settled in Ohio. Our home is filled
with a collection of family antiques, gifts from friends, and some purchases. As you can see, our lives are
filled with reminders of the past, and we love to be surrounded with
the history of our families.

Our future plans include discovering more about our ancestors. Be-
cause of the TFA reunion in Salem, and because the area holds so
much history, we are looking forward to learning more about our
past. We will also be looking for Robert Abercrombie’s original home
and the Red Tavern, where he met and married General Bragg’s
daughter. One of our daughters and two teen-aged grandchildren will
also be attending the reunion. We all look forward to this spectacular
and interesting event. See you there! &»

Lynn’s lineage: William, Joseph, Joseph, Israel, Israel, Benjamin, William, Nancy Towne
Abercrombie, Loren, Ray, Dorothy Abercrombie Kellerman, Lynn Kellerman Bolte.
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Historian’s Corner

MAKING A LIVING

By Virginia Towne

@ccupations for men in New England started with farmers and fishermen but we must not forget the
other common occupations. There was a minister in each town where there was a church and a governor
who ruled the colony for the King or Protector. Towns and villages needed shopkeepers, tavern owners,
sawmill operators, coopers, smiths, fullers, shipbuilders and, as towns grew, grammar school teachers,
bakers, and other specialties. However, the role of farmer was followed by almost everyone; people
raised cows and goats for milk and meat and grew crops such as rye and other grains. Horses were raised
for transportation and also to plow fields and do other chores where horse power was needed.

A man might set up as a shopkeeper or tavern owner, but he would also need to have animals and might
grow crops “on the side,” leaving his wife to take care of the shop during the hours he was otherwise oc-
cupied. At first only a few could afford to specialize in a single profession. Widows and spinsters could
own shops and taverns, earning an independent living. A widow might have a cow or two grazing on the
commons or rent her allotment for money or goods, garden and still keep a tavern and care for her child-
ren. Elderly widows or widowers would live with a child and their children, helping around the house. A
grown child often stayed at home on the farm and took over as their parents failed, leaving the elders to
do less stressful chores.

The whole family worked. A child would have his or her chores and their grandparents, with chores of
their own, might keep an eye on the children. Children were expected to learn to read their Bible under
the care of their mother or at a dame school. Girls learned to sew and knit and cook for the family. Boys
were expected to help with the animals and to help with the farm work as soon as they were able to be of
use. Mother and children would work in the garden, usually fairly large, which would have food and me-
dicinal plants for the family. They would usually care for chickens and small animals and often milk the
cows. Also, the women and small children could be pressed into service during harvest or planting when
all hands were needed in the fields.

Fathers and older boys would work in the fields, hunt and fish, care for the large animals, gather the win-
ter wood supply and split it, ready for use. Winter occupations for men included making shoes, carving
bowls, spoons and other household items from wood and bone, and repairing or making harness and gen-
erally trying to make everything that the household might need from brooms to rakes. As time went on
the best shoe maker would probably specialize and sell his shoes to others in the community. Someone
who could make fine bone knitting needles could probably sell to other families. In this way specialized
industry slowly crept into all areas of the colony.

The family was an economic and social unit in the larger unit of the village where they lived. By barter and
the trading of goods among the members of the community, the larger unit became more self-reliant. In
the colony, everyone had a place and everyone worked. The work was hard for both men and women,
who had to provide everything for their families. Children to grandparents, everyone had to work as the
family unit depended on everyone doing a share if the family was to survive and flourish.

The work was seasonal, however, and gave variety over the year. Also there was fun to be had at the end
of the day: parties and visiting with friends. The life was hard, but not grinding, for the people of Boston
Bay Colony. &

L]
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THE ESTY FAMILY AND THEIR ARNOLD RELATIONS
Part 1: Hintlesham to Freston
By Charles Farrow, Consulting Genealogist, Towne Family Association

Although extracts from the wills of members of the Esty family have been printed, the entire wills have
never been transcribed, nor has any reference been made to the inventory of the goods of Jeffery Esty.
Since all these documents will be seen by those who come on the 2012 Towne Family Association tour to
Norfolk and Suffolk, it is an appropriate moment to print them.

We do not know when the Esty family moved to Hintlesham in Suffolk, as they were not mentioned in the
1524 subsidy; but Jeffery Estye was certainly living there by 1568, for he was assessed to pay 4 shillings 2
pence subsidy on 5 pounds in “goodes” he held there. It is a great misfortune that the first parish register
of Hintlesham is lost, as it would have undoubtedly contained much useful information on the family. We
have nothing earlier than Jeffery’s will, made in 1592 and proved the following year. Words in square
brackets are explanatory additions.

In the name of God amen J_Jofforye Estie of the parishe of Hintleskam in the Countie of Suffelk Hus-
bandman beinge sicke in bodie but of good and perfect remembrance of mynde, thankes be Jyven to albmightie
God therefore, doe make and ordeyne this my Jast will and Jestament in manner and” forme followinge Firste J|
gyve and bequethe my soule § spirrite into the handes of %fmgylftie God" my most merciful] father, whoe kathe
created redemed § geven it me in this worlde, trustinge to be saved by the onlye and most precious deathe and
passion of my Jords_Jesus Christ my most mercifull saviour, andmy bedie to be buried where it shall please my
executors to see it Jaide.

Ftem I give unte_Johin Estye my sonne the seme of fortie shillinges of fawfiull engliske meney to be paide unto
hiym by myne executors within twoe yeares after my decease.

Ftem I gyve te Edinend Estye my senne the seme of three poundes of fawfiull enghisk meney to be paide as afo-
resaid.

I gyve to_Jefferye Lstye my grandchilde the senne of Edmund Lstye one fetherbedd; ene belster, one blan-
Kett, and xxs [20 shillings] of Gurrant englishe monye, to have it immediatefie after my decease.

Jiem I geve to Margerye Estie the duwghter of Ednond Estye iiis itiid; [3 shillings 4 pence] to e paide her
within halfe a yoare after my decease.

Ftem I geve to Suzan Estye the duwghter of Edmond Estye one Lullocke of a yeare and'the vanntage.

Ftem I gyve to William Lstye my sonne three poundes of fawfull engliske menye, to be paide by myne Execu-
tors at two several] paies within three yeres after my decease.

Ftem I gyve to_John Estye the sonne of William Estye vis vitid (65 8d] of Jawfiull engfishe menye, to be paide
@m at xxit yeres of‘ his age.

Jtem g:z}/ve toiaﬁ[éry f&tye the sonne of the saide William vis vitid.
FJtem I Jyve to ;%nne, {,atiﬁzrine and Tfizabeth the three cﬁzWJﬁterJ ojp Wtz am f&?}/e to g}/t/ﬁ:'r (?]p them the

rrrrrrr

ﬁem J jyve unto %ma& f&t}/e m}/ sonne the some of‘ ﬁrtie J/ﬁ'ffz':ryes v.‘vf\ faug[‘uff enjﬁ'a/f mone:}/ to be Jsaz'z[é é:}/

Continued on next page
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my Executors within one yeare after my decease.

Ftem I gyve to Efizabeth Lstye duwghter of Themas Estye the seme of three poundes sixe shillinges eight
pence, to be paide her at xxii yeare of her age.

Ftem I geve to the said Efizabethmy hiutche and the smale fynnen therein.

Ftem I gyve te_Jefferye Lstye the senne of Themas Estye the seme of xs, to b paide Kym at xxi yeres of his
age.

Ftem I geve te Thomas Lstye, Robert Lstye § Lhizabeth Lstye the yonger the Children of Themas Lstye
Ftem I gyve te Richard Lstye my sonne the seme of viki aiiis téid; (6 pounds 13s 4d] to be paide Kym within
three yeares after my decease.

Ftem I gyve to the saide Richard twoe myleke neate, kaffmy brasse and halfe my pewter, the beast [best] foa-
therbedd, a boulster a flockbed the CGoverfitt and two blankettes with a payer of sheetes the standings posted
bedsteadel] with the hanginges as it standeth and the great Hutche as it standoth and'a pillowe.

Fterm I gyve to_John Lstye the senne of. Jefferye Estye my sonne the some of vis vitid to b paid Rym within
when he cometh into this tountr:ye.

Jiem I gyve to Christofer Estye my sonne all my goodes Gattells § Gorne Howshelds § moveablos delites
and demandes whatscever or wherescever unbequeathed and not mentioned in this former bequestes, to hym
and ks keres, whome J make my sole executor of this my Jast will and’ Jestament, to execute and “performe
theise my Jegasies and’ bequestes as are herein expresses.

I doe constitute § erdeyne my sonne Edmonde Estye Supervisor of this my Just will and Jestament to se the
due & true  performance and execution hereof acordinge to my intent & meaninge herein, wherein also FJwill &
begueathe that my greate Dible shall remayne to yenge Jofferye Lstye the sonne of Christofer Estye yf his
Father bringe Fym upp to Jearninge, so that ke be able to use it, or els to Edsnonde kis brother yf ke be taught
to reade, or for defaulte hereof to remayne to one of the next of the kinred that can reade, and that it be not
soulde out of the Kindred:

Jtem I will that eyther of my senne Ghristefer kis Ghildren viz_Jeffery, Hnne and Edmonde, shall kave
eyther of them iiis tiiid a peice By vertue of this my Jast will and Jestament, Fnd furthermere J dve will and
bequeathe that yf any of my children or their children shall discease without yssue, or before the yonger of any
of them come of full age to have and injoye their Jegacie herein bequeathed, that then the Jegacie so bequeathed
to the deceased shalbe equallie devided amongest the rest that Jfyve myne or theirs, and sce one to be an others
heire Yuz'etfz'e to agree accept and enjoye their severall zejac}/e&

I witnes whereof I ave sette my hande the sixt daye of December, in the xxxv” yeare of the Reigne of our
Sovercigne Jadie Efizabeth by the grace of God of England France and Jreland Cyeene defonder of the
Faithe & in the yeare of our Lorde 1592.

&atf alowed” and subscribed in the presence of theis witnesses ﬂZZJeJ Weood Thomas Scrrell Thomas
31&6;79/1@71&.

Fpproved at Ipswich 10" October 1593 by Norwich Gonsistory Gourt and adrinistration granted to the
fxecutor.

Continued on next page
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We are very fortunate that with the will has survived an inventory of Jeffery’s goods, giving us an idea of
the possessions of a husbandman at this time. He certainly seems to have been moderately prosperous
and literate as well. The great Bible, as he calls it in his will, would indeed be just that, identical no doubt
to those which King Henry VIII ordered to be placed in every church so that all who wished could read it.
The King James or authorized version of the Bible was some eighteen years in the future, but the language
would have been similar. Bibles were expensive items, and one can reasonably guess that a large part of
the 13s 4d shown in the inventory below related to the value of the Bible, rather than the desk on which it
rested.

FHintlesham 10 Deptombris 1593

Hn Jnventory of all suche goodes chatells § moveablos as were owld_Joffery Lostyes at the tyme of is dis-

easse seen éﬁ;pngy&ef 11:}/ Thomas Serrell Thomas cgtg]a/z‘enes & others r[k}/ and “year above

In primis three milche neate L

Ftem eyght yonge bullockes wherefone is a wennell calfe £y 65 8d

Jtem 3  plowe korses & amare £é

Jterm 15 acres of miscelene & wheate £é

Ftem 7 acres of‘ /farfy 465 8d

Ftem & shoates 208

Ftem a baore 55

Fterm an owld cart with karnes for 4 horse aplowghe withplow trayses 165

Ftem a  grindstone 12d’

In the hall

Ftem an owld great tcgyﬁortﬁa és 3d

Ftem a table with the frame § a forme 25 &d

Ftem a bible with a deske 135 4d

Jtem 3 owld c/fcf}/ers 12d

In the fitle parfor

Jtem a bedsteddel] with a flocke bed a fether bed a coverfett and a blanckette 205

Ftem a trunde! bedsted with a flocke bed § a blanckett 65 84

Jtem twoe fother pillowes 15d

A fofft in the chamber

Jtem a fether bed a flock bed § fower boulsters a flancket & a coverfett sos

Ftem twoe chestes 25

Ftem finmen 4 payer of shetes a.... ..clthe and a fitle cther smale finen 135 4d

Tn ouldrugy gowne a payer of hese a coate and'a doublet és 8

In the buttery

Jtem 3 ould Kettells and2 owld pannes 55

Fterm 3 owld brasse  potfes 105

ﬁem a morter a cﬁaflny dishe [vessel containing burning charcoal for keeping

food hot] & two kandJestickes 2s

Continued on next page
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Jtem sixtene  peices of pewter smale & great ould' § broken és 84
Jtem apayer of cobirons a trammel/ [chimney iron to hang pots on] « gridiren
Jayer of‘ tonges Sa spitte 28  éd
Jtem 2 tubbes & fower firkins 25

Jtem a chese presse & a saulting troughe 20d
Jtem a payer of mault guernes & mustard quernes 35 4d
Sum total L34 125 2d

fmﬁ;’ﬂtef b:}/ (Cﬁﬁatgjaﬁer f&tz’e fxecutor (?f the WS cf;zéﬁ%ry f&ty 12% October 1 593

What is very striking is the number of children and grandchildren Jeffery had, leading one to expect a con-
siderable concentration of the name in Suffolk at this time. Contrary to such an expectation, only two of
his sons—Edmond and Christopher— appear in the indexes of wills, while only Christopher appears in
Boyd’s Marriage Index for Suffolk. Christopher, obviously the youngest son, will be looked at in more de-
tail in a moment; but first Edmond, since he left a will, deserves some attention.

Edmond was the second surviving son of Jeffery. We know from his will that he lived in Hintlesham, but
unfortunately no occupation is given. However, it is not hard to deduce that husbandry was his occupa-
tion too. Unlike his father’s will, Edmond’s was proved in Suffolk Archdeaconry Court.

.5;1 the name gp joc[ %men j Ebnond f@}/e (yp ?Zlgz'ntfealfam in the tounty (?]C cguﬁ%ff ﬁez'nj sicke (?f bodye

but of‘ joorf & Jaerﬁcte &memﬁrance on mynt[ me be Jaray&ecf ﬁr z't) doe make and ort[c{}me this my Jast will
& testament in manner & ﬁme ﬁffowinj

First j c72'1/(9 & ﬁequeat/fe my soule & eyaz'n'te into the handes of‘ %fmg’j/ﬁf}/ joc[ my maker & merafuff fatﬁ?er,

who _gave it me trusting to be saved 11:}/ the onefy merites (yp my Lord & merczfuff Javz'orszéau.y Chirist my
redemer.

I;%nc[ my ﬁodj/ to be buried wher it shall Jofea&e myne executors to se it fae}/c[

Jtem I ' give é)Z Eequeat/fe to &Je my wz_'fe the newe erfor to dwell in z[un'nj the tearme (?f‘ my Jease }/f she five

S$O ﬁmj with all the houshold" furnz'ture §{ Jtuﬂé nowe in the same Ferzg‘i‘er not (particufar& Eegueat/;erl:

E%em f _give unto my chyf w‘z’fé the fitle brasse potte & ﬁve  pewter Jafatem" on saltseller # sausers it candels-
tickes

j‘ will also &Je my w‘z’fé shall ( t[un’nj this my Jaycf Jease yf she Jive so fonj) hathe myfk-e o]p one cowe every
yeare and she to chose ker cowe at the Senunciation of‘ the virgine :7‘2273/9 among those that my Jonneléffer}/

or hits ;Zﬁnjnes shal /@Jae wpon the jrount[ which f now fave in occufyinj ﬁeﬁmjz’nj to this my house which f
nowe dwell in.

Jtem j jz've and’ ﬁegueat/;e to my Jc{}/t[ w‘ifé JuﬁQa’ent bread corne & drinke corne reasonable fér hitr, c[urz'nj

fitr fz"fé & m}/ Jease to be ye[tlét[ fitr b:}/ my Jayc[ sonne or fits %ﬁnjne& ([uri:nj the ﬁr&a}/z[ tearme.

Jtem j will she shall have the /@]ﬂ'nj OJF a shotte or yong Sswine, § 3or4 fennes yf she will.

Ftem j give tocléﬁér}/ my Donne my Jease which j nowe fave of‘ my fouse and’ jrounc[ in ?fz\'ntfe&/t‘am ajﬁ%r—
J({}/(l:

ﬁem j:yz've Fiim all my frorses mares and a coulte with their harnesse & furm'ture with cart §{ Jaﬁvuj/fe.

Continued on next page
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Jtem I give fiim all my cattel] neate J/fejae and all my corne, all my debtes due to me and that he pay I that I
owe and all the kouskolde and Jtuﬁ‘ not Eeﬁre menctoned. b-einj in the fast fnt[ (?f my frouse ﬁez'nj the ould
fouse é.xcg]at iej%re Eegueatﬁéd).
ji?em j _give to my d&ujﬁter ﬂ‘;{yer}/e Fvi xitts tiid to be Ju{}/cf unto hir at kir cl;zy of‘ marriage within #4
_yeares tg%er or efs at xxx yeares (yp ftr age which come ﬁr&t to be Jaaytf within 41 yeares gci‘er fir Fiir [sic) J({}/t[
;@e and’ ]f it chance that my Jt{}/(f ﬁaujﬂer should c[je Eej%re fir marz'tye or hitr ffpr&({}/(f age j will that she
shall jz've the th}/([ some to fitr sister dusan my ﬂauj/&er.
ji?em csz've hir a brasse kettell to have it tg’%er fiir mothers decease or ofs titis. [4s]
Jtem I gtve to Dusan my ﬁauj/fter other Fvi xitis 1iid [£6 13s 4d] to be Jaz{}u[ feir b:}/ myne executores at the
cl;zye of‘ fir marriage xJs [40s] and so the cggat o]F the ﬁreeszf}nf sorme within twoe yeares tg‘i‘er, or efs at the xxx
yeare (ff\ fiir age and within i#{ yeares zg%er yf sthe five so fonj ]f not j will that fir Jt{}/tf sister shal have it.
Jtem j give my J‘a]l[ ([aujifter Susan a it/ brasse  potte tg%er fitr mothers decese and’ j give fir my bible booke
to fave to hir owne use afi‘er my decease.
C%‘em j _give to mzjzrjeret ‘Golbrone an ewe Jambe to take when she will among the rest gp my JFe(jae Jare«fe:ﬂ[y
aﬁ‘er my decease.
C%‘em j make and’ or(ﬁzyneGZeﬁérye my sone my sofe executor of‘ this my Jast will & testament to doe execute
and Jaerférme all these my Eegue&tea and.. fecyacz'ea accortﬁ'nj to true tntent & mezmz'nj /zver(yp to take all my du-
etyes & debtes and to pay afl.
Jwitnes w/ferof' I hrave sett to my frand the xvii” zlky (?f marche 1592
C%‘em j orc[c{}me and make C/tvrim?]o/tder f&t}/ my brother supravisor to this my Jast will é’{ testament in witnes
w/;erof‘ I lrave set to my fhand the dby é’{ yeare above writen
ﬁy me fc[munt[ fwte:}/
%fowetf & subscribed in the  presence (3]0 these witnesses :7‘2:&&9 Motfcf &cﬁaﬂf %[fér(f & others
%jsfrove([ at CZ)oJW‘ic/; and administration granted tolé[fe;y f&ty ,27% October 1593
What happened to the son Jeffery and the
two daughters is unknown. Fortunately,
Edmond’s brother Christopher has left con-

siderable documentary evidence and it is to
him that we turn.

Christopher Eastie, as he is called in the pa-
rish registers of Freston, Suffolk, married
“An Arnold” at St. Peter’s Church there on
May 5, 1586. The Arnold family were an old
Freston one, and here Christopher and An
eventually settled. However, immediately
after the marriage we have to assume that
they lived at Hintlesham, for there is no

baptism at Freston of their first three .
sons—Jeffery, Edmond and Christopher— Christopher Eastie married An Arnold at St. Peter’s Church, Freston,

nor of the daughter Anne, all mentioned in f:i{t)iﬁ(,zl‘r;l.IZSSG. The church is on the itinerary of the TFA’s planned

Continued on next page
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Jeffery’s will. By 1594, however, they were in Freston, their fourth son George being baptized in St. Pe-
ter’s Church on December 10. It is not without significance that this son is called George, for this is the
name of An’s father. Christopher and An continued adding to their family, another son called Edmond be-
ing baptized on October 18, 1597; daughter Elisabeth baptized on June 24, 1601; and son Thomas on June
23, 1605.

In Part Il in a future issue of About Towne, we will look at An Arnold’s family, which can be taken back
three generations in Freston. &»

Manuscript sources

Norfolk Record Office

Will of Jeffery Esty DN/NCC 1593 328 Clearke
Inventory of Jeffery Esty DN/INV 10/317
Suffolk Record Office Ipswich

Will of Edmond Estye IC/AA1/32/226

Printed sources
Suffolk in 1568 being the Return for a Subsidy granted in 1566, Suffolk Green Books No. X/l 1909
Suffolk in 1524 being the Return for a Subsidy granted in 1523, Suffolk Green Books No. X 1910

O % O % %
Continued from page 25
I the Frelq VA.
MAarch 74 184%5
Mﬂjﬁ Gen. E.0.C. O
&Az)yf of Coloreq Bureau
Pﬂ/ﬂn‘fnﬂﬂt V/[ Vz'rjz'ﬂz'ﬂ
Sir

T have the honor o ﬂl/%ﬂﬂlrt/lﬂ;{jﬂ the 77%571‘ f@/ﬂthz‘m‘eﬂz‘ a5 2% Lizuint in S Regt. Conn.
Vols Coloreq. Pateq Bureaw of Coloreq Corps #7. &15. Dept of Virginia Army of the James MArch
77 545,

Taccept the ﬂ//ﬂz'ﬂz‘mﬂﬂz‘, my Age i z%z'fz‘ya‘ufa YeATS - Porn in Morristown, Vermont Ang resi-
qent ﬂ/[ the State ﬂ/[ New York.
T am Sir
Vﬂf7 /ﬁey% your Okt servt
Charles O, Town
&ﬂr/l. . Co. 1185. N7 Vols.

In the meantime, back in Bloomingdale, NY, with a majority of the able-bodied men away from home for
the duration of the Rebellion, the women were left to care for children and the elderly, while tending to

Continued on next page
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Ida Belle Town White as a young adult, and
the first page of her 1865 letter to her father,
the Civil War soldier Charles C. Town.
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Continued from page 35

the crops and maintenance of their homes. Charles C. Town’s
wife, Jeannette Lamson, was left at home with two children, my
great-grandmother, Ida Belle, and her brother, Herbert Willie,
who was in fragile health. Jeannette, the daughter of Benjamin
Franklin Lamson and Jane Ann Tyler, was also a descendant of
William and Joanna Towne, through their daughter Mary (Wil-
liam, Mary Estey, lsaac Estey, Sarah Estey Cummings, Sarah
Cummings Lamson, Joseph Lamson, Joseph Lamson, Benjamin
Philbrick Lamson, Benjamin Franklin Lamson, Jeannette). Wheth-
er Charles and Jeannette were aware of their common ancestry is
unknown.

A letter written by my great-grandmother to her father beginning
on February 7, 1865, gives a glimpse into what family life was like
for those left behind. The letter was written over the course of a
number of days, and completely fills four pages. Ida Belle, born
February 20, 1856, in Vermontville, NY, would have been nine
years old at the time. | have made some minor changes to punc-
tuation and spelling so as to make the letter easier to read, but
have left Ida’s expressions as written.

Oear father { want tosee gow. /e didd not get @ letter from
o last Swtwrdiay night, Grandima (Tewn) i areading and
ey and Clinev o aplaging hoves. Aedyy e is agetting
botter, Widnesdiay coomivg, IOl Lomight v woll wne s (-
wncle [ reeman, She started @bout three cclock, /e have not
got @ letter fuom gow get. Crandmas health is better than i
was two months age. [ dont want gou to weindise. W lother could
not get along ancther three years and litle Aeby end { could
not get along no way without gou so dont enlise, Yo wort will
o She has not got @ dhild she can see now. Yo wont enlist
again will you [ ather now dent. Ve had wather have go

- than all the money Unele Sanhas got. L will clese fou to-

| night. Thorsday. POl we did not get @ letter from gou lase
w%a Lo v cold to dey. W lothers got home @ licele while age.
92mwmmm/yww@ﬁm. Wlother has gone to bed.
/Myww&@%/wwmwémt/m%&o@. Uncle Freemans folbs i

Continued on next page
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well, ol there s lefe of then. (6 6lows like fury. [ hape it s not as bad weather down south. e are
lacy folls hete. (e &5 most twe ocloch and we bave not got dinner. ﬁw@ mctning after Creakfast.
%JM?Z%MM/W‘%@Ww% b and [ will wiite @ licele more. Grandmother sets here
by the stove smobking. She iv aboiling @ chicken to have @ broth and some crackens fov hev dinner. She
can et no meat of any lind nov ne butten. (b so cold [ dont want to go away fuom the steve. [ have
got to wash the dishes. @w@%ﬁe/mowmﬂéa@%ﬁ%wwmm%&ymw QWWM/Z%@/M
gone to bed, Wlother is reading and Celia is @sewing. Aely sags say [ am asitting heve i W lsthers
Corner wiiting to semeone whe wants @ letter, DOl L will finish down this page and then it will b done.
@jﬁcwm/méw&y@o&éowméwo&w’bmmgo@/ﬁo@/. (e &5 lonesome. Nlother has got her lannel.

Lo s precty. (biv ed and ack. She has got it made. OSunday morning. Angoay L wll finish my
and Uncle [ eeeman was heve. st off the time well., [ have got most to the botton of the page so Gocd.
&, Lo ell Trun

Ida’s relief at completing her letter comes through clearly! Reading between the lines gives a good indica-
tion of the conversations which took place as the family sat by the fire keeping warm. Although many miles
away, it is clear that Charles was never far from his family’s thoughts.

Charles and Jeannette had four more children after he returned home: Nettie Elizabeth, Charles Grant,
Ralph Percy and George Franklin. The majority of their children rediscovered the “e” on the end of their
names and became known as Towne. Charles died in Bloomingdale on September 9, 1886, and Jeannette
followed him about ten years later on May 22, 1896. They are both buried in Brookside Cemetery on Route

3 in Bloomingdale, along with
many other family members. A
stained glass window dedicat-
ed in memory of Jeannette
may be seen in the Methodist-
Episcopal Church in Blooming-
dale across the street from the
house from which Ida Belle
watched the world pass by as
she waited for her father to
return. lda Belle, herself, mar- o

ried Eugene M. White, who ﬂu};zn-,,,. BLOOMINGDALE

e

bought the local sawmill from s* ARMAND T.ESSEXCoNY.
her father. She died January ‘
29, 1885, in Bloomingdale at RO e R

age 29, two days after the birth , ) o
of her sixth child, Ida Belle. Charles C. Town’s house is across the street from the M.E. Church in this map from a

collection at the Essex County clerk’s office, Elizabethtown, NY. TFA members are

invited to share stories about ancestors’ service during the Civil War or other family

Cemetery. @ stories dating from the Civil War era with About Towne readers. Look for more
aspects of Civil War history in upcoming issues.

She is also buried in Brookside
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CAN YOU TOP THIS? THE TOWNE LINES OF ALLAN HALE
By Elizabeth Hanahan

Contributors to About Towne are usually asked to provide their lineage. Many of us can trace our lines back to
more than one of the children of William and Joanna Towne. Longtime member Allan Hale has posted an interesting
guestion. He is descended from Jacob and Edmund but has five separate lines that lead to him and wonders if there

are other TFA members who can match or top this number. His wife descends through three lines, so his children’s
Marriages, unless between Towne descendants, and birthdates have

family tree would show eight lines of descent!
using our nine-generation tree at

been omitted for clarity, but these lines can be traced in detail
www.TowneFolk.com.

Allan Bruce Hale b. 1939

/
Walter Stanley Hale
/ \
Walter Augustus Hale m. Eula Florence Jones
/ \
Julius Augustus Hale Emma Henrietta Towne
/ \
Ruth Town Joshua Chadwick Towne
/ / \
Simeon Town Joshua Towne m. Mary Chadwick
/ / \ \
Joseph Towne Dea. Francis Towne m. Phebe Towne Hannah Mower
/ / / \ \
Nathan Sgt. Nathanial Joshua m. Rebecca Towne Mary Kenney
\ / / \ \
Joseph Jacob Samuel Deborah Towne
/ / / \
Edmund Jacob Edmund William
\
Edmund

If you can top this, or would just like to share your own lineage with our members, send it along to
[News@hotmail.com| In the Subject box, please include a meaningful description of your message’s contents. The
newsletter address gets lots of junk e-mail, but for the time being we have chosen not to change it. E-mail from an
unknown address risks a trip to the Junk folder unless the subject is specific and relevant to TFA. -

M
&
"Iﬁ‘\”;“\‘l .‘MHH.I

III""-‘“H-?HJI !

i

N

i
\

/2N

\
A\

GENEALOGY QUERIES

John Goff (see page 45) has been working with descendants of Hannah Towne and Lorenzo (Lawrence) Chase to identify
Hannah’s parents and would like help. Family stories suggest Hannah was born in 1834 in Watertown, MA. She married Loren-
zo Chase, reportedly born in 1830 in Concord, NH. They moved to Canada before relocating to Costa Rica, where Lorenzo was a
noted architect. Hannah, identified in some records as Ana Pueblo (loosely translated, Hannah Towne in Spanish), died in Li-
mon, Costa Rica January 30, 1894. Lorenzo died in 1918. There are no records relating to Hannah in the TFA database. If you
have information about the possible identity of Hannah’s parents, contact John at[jgoff@salempreservation.orgj

Also, Charles Farrow (see page 30) needs some information. Jeffery Esty and his son Isaac arrived in Salem in 1636. Did Jeffery
have a wife with him? If so, according to records in Salem or elsewhere in the U.S., what was her name? He knows her name is
given in printed sources as Margaret, but is this from original sources in Salem? If you have any information, please contact

him at|charlesfarrowresearch@btinternet.com| &
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—~ Best Cooks Tte—

PLANTING THE GARDEN

By Ella Mae Towne Pero
Rochester, NY

In this issue we present the second installment of a new feature: reprints of stories and recipes
from the TFA cookbook, Best Cooks in Towne, printed in 1992. Artwork on these two pages ap-
peared in the original edition. Calligraphy above was by Ella Mae Towne Pero; Rebecca Nurse
homestead on the next page was by William C. Strickland. Additional recipes will be regularly
posted to the Members’ News section of our website, www.TowneFolk.com, as soon as we have
a volunteer willing to select recipes from the cookbook. TFA president Elizabeth Hanahan is look-
ing for someone to select recipes to be added to the website and newsletter. If you’re interested
in helping out, please contact her: HanahanTFA@aol.com.--Ed.

Xt was tradition in our family to plant our farm vegetable garden on Memorial Day. Back then it
was called Decoration Day, and it was always celebrated on May 30. That was the magic day
which assured everyone that plants were no longer in danger of frost.

Everyone “turned to” on planting day. Our garden was a real family project and no small deal.
Dad prepared the ground ahead of time (plowed and “dragged”). The rows for planting were
then carefully marked off with twine so that they would be straight and far enough apart to per-
mit cultivating. Each type of seed was planted in its own unique way. The pea seeds were al-
ways soaked in water prior to planting so that they would sprout more quickly. The Golden Ban-
tam corn and the snap beans were planted in “hills” of six or so seeds. The very fine seeds such
as lettuce, carrots and radishes were sown very sparsely in the row—not bunched up. Beet
seeds were larger and easier to plant. “Cukes” and squash needed lots of room because they
spread all over.

Tomatoes and potatoes were not planted from seed. Dad bought healthy tomato plants, and the
potatoes were grown from mature potatoes which were cut into pieces. One had to be sure
there was at least one “eye” on each piece put into the ground. And every few years the straw-
berry patch was renewed with fresh plants.

Life on the farm was hard work—dawn to dusk. | can’t remember my folks ever having a vaca-
tion while | was growing up. Even on Sundays when we went visiting or for a picnic, we always
had to be home by 4 p.m. because that was milking time. It was a good, healthy life, however;
and how we did enjoy the fruits (and vegetables) of our labor. é&=

Ella Mae’s Towne lineage is William, Edmund, Joseph, Nathan, Jonathan, Abner, William, Warren.

39




ABOUT TOWNE VOL. XXXI No. 2

ZUCCHINI-CARROT CASSEROLE
By Elizabeth Morfitt
Idaho Falls, ID

2 Ibs. zucchini, sliced into %” rounds % c. chopped onion
1 can cream of chicken soup, undiluted 1 c. sour cream

1 8-0z. package seasoned bread stuffing 1 c. shredded carrots
1 stick butter, melted

Cook zucchini and onion in boiling salted water for 5 minutes. Drain. In a bowl, combine sour cream
and soup; stir in shredded carrots. Fold in zucchini. Mix stuffing with melted butter. Place half the
stuffing in bottom of 11 %” x 7 %" x 1 %” baking dish or 2-qt. casserole. Cover with zucchini. Top with
remaining stuffing. Cover and refrigerate. Bring to room temperature. Preheat oven to 350°. Bake for
25-30 minutes.

About cookbook contributor Elizabeth Morfitt, TFA past president Connie Purvis writes:

| first met Elizabeth Morfitt and her daughter, Carolyn Koethe, at a Towne meeting in Sioux Falls, SD. It
was a difficult time for me because | had recently lost my mother. Seeing the fun that Elizabeth and Ca-
rolyn had together brought tears—happy tears for their relationship and sad tears for my loss.

In 2001 we went to England with Towne cousins. | was delighted to find that Elizabeth and Carolyn were
in the group. What a delightful pair. Thanks to Elizabeth we were introduced to mushy peas, a
white Stilton cheese, sticky pudding—and many other fine foods that were new to us. Thank you, Eliza-
beth, for your guidance. &-

Elizabeth’s Towne lineage: William, Jacob, John, Mary + James Cloyce, James Cloyce, James Clayes, James Cloyes, Benjamin Franklin
Cloyes, Nannie Bell Cloyes + Haskell, Alice Sue Haskell + Hale, Elizabeth.

Connie’s Towne lineage: William, Jacob, Jacob, Elisha, Absalom, Asa Town, Henry M., Hattie Esther Towne + John Wishard Purvis,
Earnest L. Purvis, Victor L. Purvis + Connie K. Martin.
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THIRD MID-SOUTH

MEETING HELD
By Debbie Towne Atchley

"I he third Mid-South Regional TFA meeting was
held in Germantown, TN, on March 19. We had
descendants of Jacob, Edmund, Joseph and Mary
in attendance. Some attendees were attending
for the first time, some had been at our previous
regional meetings, and some previous attendees
were unable to attend this time, but sent sugges-
tions and requests via e-mail and Facebook. Our
group has been asked to follow the lineage of
John, son of William. Currently TFA has no DNA
from this line, and we're anxious to track this
group. If anyone knows of someone claiming
descent from this line, Warren Towne
(fuzzytowne@yahoo.com) is transcribing what
we currently know and would love to arrange for
a free DNA test of a direct male descendant. We
had in our possession the group of 37 microfilm
rolls of the research done by Capt. Charles
Towne in the early 1900s. We used the great
resources at the Tennessee Genealogical Society
and the Regional History and Genealogy Center
Library to read this microfilm, copy pages to
thumb drives and print copies of pages needed
by our attendees. We shared research sugges-
tions, shared Facebook contact info, had a great
lunch and thoroughly enjoyed our shared "cousin
experience." Our next meeting has been set for
Saturday, October 8, 2011, in Germantown, TN.
We invite anyone living in Missouri, Arkansas,
Mississippi, Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee (and
anyone else who wants to travel to Memphis) to
join us. E-mail me at|debatchley@gmail.com|for

information on the October meeting. &

At the March meeting were (front, L-R) Mary Towne, Warren
Towne, Anne MacDonald, Debbie Towne Atchley; and (rear,
L-R) George Kelly, Mike MacDonald, Daniel Fuller, Riley
Atchley, Jeff Atchley.
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Thomas Pratt, 1955—2011

"Lhomas L. Pratt of Athol, MA, died March 26 after an illness. He
was the son of the late George R. Pratt and TFA member Betty-Sue
Ballou Pratt. He was born in Athol Nov. 15, 1955, and lived there all
his life. He served in the Air Force for four years and worked for L.S.
Starret Co. as a computer programmer for 32 years. He was a certi-
fied EMT, an active member and past president of the Mohawk Ama-
teur Radio Club, and loved hiking, kayaking and long-distance biking.
Tom was also an accomplished photographer. Tom leaves a son,
Ryan; his mother; three siblings, seven nieces and nephews, and his
long-time best friend, Wayne Richardson. The family suggests con-
tributions to the Gardner VNA Hospice Program, 34 Pearley Ln.,
Gardner, MA 01440, or the Mohawk Amateur Radio Club, ¢/o Mark S.
Kimmel, 347 Ridge Road, Athol, MA 01331.

William, Jacob, John, Samuel, Lucy Towne Delvee, Jonathon Delvee, Sarah
Delvey Brigham, Sarah Brigham Stiles, Maude N. Stiles Ballou, Clarence E.
Ballou, Betty-Sue Ballou Pratt, Thomas Pratt, Ryan Pratt.

Sue Shanafelt, 1945—2011

€Carol Suzanne "Sue" Shanafelt of Mishawaka, IN, died March 7 at
St. Vincent's Heart Center, Indianapolis. She was born July 1, 1945,
in South Bend, a daughter of Elmer L. and Ernestine Stegmann Sha-
nafelt, and lived in the area all her life. Sue is survived by three sis-
ters, TFA member Barbara Cole, Trudie Horvarter and Paula Johns.
Sue, her sister Barbara and their cousin Ruth Ann Real enjoyed the
Omaha TFA reunion last year. Sue retired from Indiana Bell Tele-
phone as an engineer following 28 years of employment. She was a
member of Calvary Lutheran Church, Plymouth, IN, and was active
with several women's bowling leagues. She was inducted into the
Bowlers Hall of Fame and served as president of WBA. She was also
a member of Telephone Pioneers. Memorial gifts may be sent to
Calvary Lutheran Church, 1314 N. Michigan St., Plymouth, IN 46563.
Sue asked her friends to consider organ donation, as she was a two-
time recipient.

William, Joseph, John, John, Ichabod, Elijah, Elijah Sr., Samuel, George M.,
Grace Towne Shanafelt, ElImer, Carol Suzanne.

Alice T. Lester, 1913—2011

Alice Town Williams Lester, daughter of Grover M. Town and Lot-

| tie Spurr, died March 18 in San Diego, CA. David Williams, her

grandson, and Alyson Cooper-Williams are new TFA members. Alice
is remembered as a lovely lady with a dry sense of humor. She was
born June 26, 1913, and married Charles Williams. They lived in Fo-
restville, NY, but when Charles had health problems they moved to
California. After she was widowed, she married Earl Lester. She is
survived by a son, a daughter, six grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren.

William, Edmund, Joseph, Nathan, Jonathan, Asa, Aaron, Martin H., Edgar
M., Grover Town, Alice Town Williams Lester.
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NEW MEMBERS

Frances L. & Amelia J. Allgor Donna Sullivan

North Brunswick, NJ Schenectady, NY

Jacob @ Jacob

Deborah Nash Chiles Cheryl Anne Town

Savannah, GA Spokane, WA

Mary - Jacob

William J. Ferguson Forrest G. & Shirley Towne

Buckeye Lake, OH Brinnon, WA

Jacob Jacob

Ewing Philbin Lawrence C. Towne

Kenwood, CA Oakfield, WI

Jacob Jacob

Charles Shearer David & Alyson Williams

Medford, NJ Vancouver, WA
Edmund

IF YOU HAVEN'T PAID YOUR 2011 DUES—PLEASE DO SO NOW!

This is your LAST reminder before the new TFA member directory (mailed separately) is printed. Members’ contact information
will no longer be printed in About Towne. Check the address label on this issue of About Towne. If you see 2010 there, your
membership is past due. If you see 2011 or later, you’re paid up. If you haven’t paid your 2011 dues, please mail your check
today with the form below so your name will appear in the membership directory and you’ll continue to receive About Towne!

My member number (from your address label) My check enclosed for (check one)
[ ] $20 Individual
[ ] $22 Family

[ ] $250 Life

My (our) name

Address

City State ZIP

Phone E-mail

Descended from (Which child of William & Joanna Towne?)

Include a self-addressed stamped envelope if you would like a membership card by return mail.
Make check payable to Towne Family Association, Inc., and mail to:

Virginia Towne Please check ONE: In the new TFA directory, please use:
1400 Fones Rd. S.E., #7-101 [ ] My name & address only
Olympia, WA 98501 [ ] My name, address, phone & e-mail
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LOOKING AHEAD TO SALEM
L. 0. 0.0.0.0.0.6 6

DANVERS: WHERE THE WITCH HUNT STARTED

By Alexandra Pecci

This story originally ran last October 12 in the Washington Post and appears here with permission of the author. Freelancer
Alexandra Pecci, a Massachusetts native, has written a new book, Salem: A Guide to America's Bewitching City. The only non-
commercial guide dedicated to Salem and the surrounding area, it’s available at Amazon.com.

Al that remains of the old Salem Village Parsonage is a small stone foundation, and I'm standing init. A
three-foot-deep pit lined with large stones, it's invisible from the road, at the end of an inconspicuous path
between two houses in a suburban neighborhood. A few miles away, throngs of tourists crowd the side-
walks in Salem, MA; but here I'm alone, standing in the spot where Salem witch hysteria started in 1692.

Salem may be known as the witch capital of the United States, and trials and executions indeed happened
there, but the frenzy that set off the infamous witch hunt actually began in what is now Danvers. It wasin
Salem Village, as Danvers was then known, that Betty Parris, Ann Putnam and other "afflicted" girls first
cried witchcraft against their neighbors.

I'd been to Danvers countless times, always on the way to somewhere else: work, the nearby malls, a res-
taurant. Even many locals don't realize the number of witch-trial-related sites that still exist, largely unhe-
ralded and unvisited, in their town. So | set off to shine a light on the darkness.

First stop is the parsonage, where the Rev. Samuel Parris lived with his wife, Elizabeth; his daughter, Betty;
his niece, Abigail; and their slave, Tituba. It takes my stepmother, Robin, and me a second to notice the
stone path that runs between the houses at 65 and 67 Centre St., and the small historic marker that's al-
most overgrown by bushes. It feels like trespassing as we walk between the houses and their back yards,
but soon we see the small sunken foundation surrounded by a post and rail fence.

| step into it and struggle to imagine what went on here during the cold, dark winter of 1692: Betty and Ab-
igail acting wildly, screaming and writhing in apparent pain, throwing things. The village doctor concluding
that the devil must be responsible for their illness. The slave, Tituba, being accused of witchcraft. The
panic, the fear, the shrieks, crammed into this tiny space. The entire foundation can't be more than 20
feet across. All that remains now is dirt and rock and a peaceful little clearing.

The site was excavated in 1970 by a team led by Richard Trask, who describes himself as "just a townie"
when | meet him a few days later at the Peabody Institute Library of Danvers, where he works as town
archivist. A descendant of Mary Esty and John Proctor, hanged as witches, Trask says that he fell into his
job because he was interested in the history of Danvers. It was an interest most townspeople didn't share.

"Danvers never wanted to be acknowledged as the place where it had begun," he tells me. "There was al-
ways a shame, even in the '50s and early '60s," when he was growing up.

Now, Trask manages the Danvers Archival Center, which contains the most extensive witch-trial-related
imprints anywhere as well as a few excavated relics from the period. Genealogical and academic re-
searchers haunt the archives most often, although a few witch-enthused tourists do wind up there once
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they discover that Danvers is "the place," Trask says.

Trask's genial, Boston-accented voice also narrates a slide show about the witch trials at the Rebecca
Nurse Homestead, where we arrive late in the afternoon for a tour. According to our guide, tours take
place "whenever people show up." Rebecca Nurse was an elderly and respected member of the Salem
Village community before Ann Putnam accused her of being a witch.

The guide walks us through the circa 1678 house, which is furnished as it might have been when Nurse
lived here and demonstrates some of the never-ending chores that everyone, children included, were ex-
pected to perform.

As we walk through the house, my 13-month-old daughter, Chloe, squirms in Robin's arms, punctuating
the quiet tour with yells of pent-up energy. Inthat moment, it's easy for me to imagine why a bunch of
puritanically repressed young girls might have acted as though they were possessed.

"I guess being 'afflicted' got them out of chores," | remark.
"Exactly," says the guide.

Ann Putman claimed that Nurse's disembodied figure appeared to her, and that kind of "spectral evi-
dence" was used throughout the trials to convict people such as Nurse, who was excommunicated, hanged
and denied a proper burial. Her family secretly recovered her body from Gallows Hill, and legend says
she's buried somewhere on the grounds of her homestead. According to our guide, there's an unmarked
grave in the Nurse family burial ground behind the house.

Although the exact location of Nurse's remains is unknown, her family erected a monument to her here in
1885. The beautiful obelisk stands tall and crisp at the center of the burial ground, decorated by American
flags, plantings and silk flowers. It declares Nurse a "Christian martyr." Another monument remembers
the 40 people who signed a petition in support of Nurse after she was accused.

Our last stop is the cemetery where Thomas Putnam and his wife, also Ann, are buried with the younger
Ann. The Putnam cemetery is tucked at the top of a steep, wooded concrete path next to the Massachu-
setts State Police barracks on Route 62. There's no historical marker, nothing even to indicate that there's
a graveyard hidden up the hill. I'd discovered only a couple of sentences about its existence on the Salem
Witch Museum web site.

| stand at the gate and rake my eyes across the cemetery grounds, looking for the large mound in the earth
that's the only remaining evidence of the Putnams' unmarked grave. When | see it, my stomach does a
little flip. How different this place is from the burial ground where Nurse is exalted. Or from the somber
and stirring Salem Village Witchcraft Victims' Memorial, where a faceless Puritan is etched in granite above
the victims' names and methods of execution. Among them is the unnamed infant who died in prison be-
fore her mother was hanged. Huge chains and shackles lie across the top of the monument, and the vic-
tims' words are engraved in the stone, declaring their innocence from across the centuries.

"Well! Burn me or hang me," said George Jacobs, Sr., who was hanged on August 19, 1692. "l will stand in
the truth of Christ."

Everything about the Putnam cemetery, by contrast, feels empty and lonely. A fence prevents me from
going into it, but for some reason, | find it hard to leave, knowing that | may be the last person for a while
to stand here and remember this sad, accursed family. | stare at the grass for a time, but finally there's
nothing more to do. |take one last look and walk away. &
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SALEM’S SARAH HUNT: LOOKI;C’; :; ;A*D*TB*S;\LEM
PIONEER PRESERVATIONIST A
By John Goff

John Goff is president of the non-profit Salem Preservation, Inc.; principal of a consulting business, Historic Preservation & Design;
and columnist for the Salem Gazette, where this article first appeared Sept. 14, 2007. It is reprinted with the author’s permission.

Cathy Gibson of Melrose recently discovered a rare 1907 newspaper clipping. It described Sarah Hunt of
Salem purchasing the Nourse (Nurse) House in Danvers to save it.

But who was Sarah Hunt? Danvers historian Richard Trask helped answer that question.

Sarah Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Hunt was born June 22, 1849, in the year of the California Gold Rush. She was a
daughter of Dr. Ebenezer Hunt, a Danvers physician, and Mrs. Mary Page Putnam Hunt, the doctor’s third
wife. Other family members included two older sisters, Catherine and Mary; a brother, Moses, and two
Putnams, Alfred W. and Martha P. Sarah’s father was a skilled medical doctor and an abolitionist. They
resided on Water Street in Danvers near the Baptist Church.

During the Civil War, Sarah’s father served as an assistant surgeon in the 8th Massachusetts Regiment,
while Sarah attended high school, graduating in 1865. In 1867, Charles W. Upham’s definitive account of
the Salem witchcraft hysteria was published. Sarah likely absorbed it with interest. In 1870, Sarah lived
comfortably while residing in Danvers with her mother.

Sarah’s mother Mary was evidently one of the Danvers Putnams. The Putnams were best known for being
related to the mother-and-daughter Ann Putnams who oppressed Rebecca Nurse in the 17th century. The
interest in Rebecca Nurse of the 1690s likely derived from family ties to the Putnams of Salem Village.

By 1880, Martha P. Putnam married Abner C. Goodell, Jr. He

was an historical scholar, attorney, and president of the

Naumkeag Street Railroad in Salem. The Naumkeag Street
™3 Railroad dispatched horse-drawn trolleys to the Salem Wil-
lows. The Goodells, like the Hunts, were well respected and
successful.

Goodell fortunes allowed Mr. Goodell to purchase a fine
house at 4 Federal St. in Salem, near St. Peter Street. Here
he lived not just with his new wife Martha, but with Mar-
tha’s family—Sarah and her mother as well. The Goodell-
Putnam-Hunt House at 4 Federal was an unusual timber
framed building. It had a mostly cubic three-story right
block attached to a side porch and rear ells, concealed be-
hind two Victorian towers. It seemed to be a mixture of the
circa 1800 Federal and circa 1860 Italianate styles, with one
newer Shingle Style tower. Yet it contained many secrets.

The Salem Witch Trials Bicentennial in 1892 prompted the
Goodells and others to research more about the history and
Sarah E. Hunt of Danvers and Salem pioneered sites associated with 1692 Salem. By 1903, increasing inter-

saving the Rebecca Nurse Home_Stead'" 1907. est in Salem’s witch history produced some startling revela-
Photo courtesy of Danvers Archival Center.
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tions. The Goodell-Putnam-Hunt House was found to have preserved and incorporated part of the an-
cient 1692 Salem witch jail within its structure. Massive seven-inch-thick vertical oak plank walls from a
1690s Salem jail cell were also uncovered when the house was dismantled by Thomas Mackey & Sons of
Salem in the 1950s.

The 1690s Salem jail was the legendary landmark where Rebecca Nurse and others—the accused—had
been imprisoned and tested for “witch marks” prior to being carted off to Gallows Hill. In Salem tour
pages published with a Boston guidebook in 1893, it was noted, “Some of the old timbers of the old jail
are in the present house...of the historical scholar, Abner C. Goodell.”

Once they learned of the Salem witch jail identity of their house, Abner, Martha and Sarah focused new
energies trying to better understand what had really happened in Salem in 1692. Goodell assembled one
of the best research libraries on the Salem 1692 events and spent over 20 years studying Upham’s ac-
count and sites like Gallows Hill to try and gain new insights into the Salem “witchcraft” mysteries and
miscarriages of justice.

Growing up with Putnam relatives and in the Salem witch jail (made into a house), it was only natural that
Sarah should acquire deep interest in Salem’s greatest mysteries. Consequently, she began to monitor
with interest the state of the ancient Nurse house in Danvers. This was the 17" century farm from which
Rebecca was taken to be thrown into the Salem jail. By 1907 Sarah’s monitoring detected a serious prob-
lem. The house might be demolished. She swung into action as a preservationist on a mission.

Following the model of Boston’s wealthy Mary Hemenway, who saved Boston’s Old South Meeting House
in 1876, Sarah organized a campaign to purchase and save the Nurse house. Her efforts appear to have
sparked all sorts of follow-up successes in Salem and other places. After Sarah saved the Nurse house in
1907, Caroline Emmerton saved the House of the Seven Gables in 1908-1910. William Sumner Appleton
also formed the new Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. By 1913, Mrs. Hattie John-
son in Melrose also mounted a similar effort to purchase and preserve the ancient Upham house that by
then was also endangered.

As people like Appleton got involved in these projects, preservationists were put in contact with skilled
restoration architects like Joseph Everett Chandler and Norman Isham to restore the ancient landmarks.
To this day, Chandler is remembered as the architect who restored the Paul Revere house in Boston as
well as the Nurse house, the House of the Seven Gables, and the Upham house. He did progressive work
for his day, as did our early 20th century women preservationists.

Sarah Hunt was one of Salem’s most significant early preservationists. We have the ancient Nurse house
today due largely to her leadership and deep history interests. Had she been alive in the 1950s, it is likely
that the historically priceless 1692 Salem jail would also have been saved and preserved. Like Salem’s
17th century Witch House (the Corwin house), it would have been a must-see site and global attraction
near shops in downtown Salem. &-

HELP WANTED: GENEALOGIST

ID¥o you enjoy researching family history? Would you enjoy helping others find their “Towne” links? With Karen
Towne unable to continue as genealogist at present, we’re looking for someone interested in taking her place.
We have an active genealogy committee but need someone who can coordinate everything and oversee the up-
dating and documenting of our database. Attendance at annual reunions as an executive board member and pro-
viding periodic articles for the newsletter are additional responsibilities. Please contact me for more information.

—WM HanahanTFA@aol.com
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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.
31sT ANNUAL REUNION AUGUST 13-16, 2011

WHO ARE YOU?

By Sarah Towne-di Cicco

X .ooking for genetic validation of family history? Longing to delve into life as it was when Joanna and
William came ashore? Wondering what secrets lie hidden at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead? Aching for a
glimpse of what might have been if only...? Wishing your children were interested in their own family's
history? Ready for an unforgettable weekend?

Come to Salem! Launch yourself into a voyage of discovery! Bend time, enter into your own parallel un-
iverse, cross the threshold between present and past, connect with "cousins" and open yourself to the de-
lights of living history.

This year's TFA family reunion offers myriad adventures, an exciting mix of lectures, and tailor-made ex-
cursions for all ages, from young children to adults:
= The DNA trail.
= Early Salem history at the House of the Seven Gables.
= Living archaeology and the opportunity to become an archaeologist for an afternoon at our own
archeological dig.
= A family picnic on the grounds of the historic Rebecca Nurse Homestead.
= Historical re-enactments.
= Reflection and revelations on the reverent artwork of family gravestones from the Topsfield, Danv-
ers, Boston and Salem area courtesy of the Gravestone Girls!

Saturday afternoon we begin at the beginning, with our essence: "Who do you think you are????" Our
experts, Margaret Press and Paul Towne (more at www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/towne/index.html),
will delve into the intricate world of DNA trails, latest revelations, 111-markers, deep clade, Paul's hypo-
thesis, and genetic controversies stirred up by Edmund's descendants. Bring your best detective self!

Continued on page 48

A

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! If you can staff the hos-
pitality room for a short stint sometime during
the reunion, please call Lynn Bolte (513) 598-
9323 or e-mail her,|LKBl@fuse.net|
Donated items are also needed for the Sunday

night raffle; contact Lynn if you can help.

. )
Y

The House of the Seven Gables, also known as o
the Turner-Ingersoll Mansion, is on Sunday’s g
agenda during the Salem reunion.
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A
a

ickets for light brunch and tour at House of
the Seven Gables are 59.50 adult; S5 ages 6-
14; age 5 and under free. Contact Lynne Bolte
(LKB1@fuse.net) to participate.

If you need transport to House of the Seven
Gables, consider the Salem Trolley. Group rate
for an all-day Salem Trolley ticket is available if
20 or more wish to take the trolley on Sunday.

Please contact Lynn Bolte (LKB1@fuse.net) if
you wish to take the trolley. S14 adults; S13
seniors; S5 ages 6-14; age 5 and under free.
The trolley stops right in front of the
Hawthorne Hotel and runs from 9:40 a.m. to 5

p.m. every 20 minutes and also provides a

complete tour of Salem.

A

Sunday night’s dinner will feature a raffle,
with S1 tickets or 7 tickets for $5. We
already have great items, including gour-
met foods, hand-crafted treasures, books,
children’s toys, spa products and framed
art. Bring cash to buy tickets. If you can
donate, call Lynn Bolte (513) 598-9323 or
e-mail her, LKB1@fuse.net

p

For information on Dr. Hamilton’s work:
www.andover.edu.Museums/MuseumOfArchaeology
/RebeccaNurseHomestead/Pages/default.aspx

N

N
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Continued from previous page

Sunday the secrets of the House of the Seven Gables
beckon. After a light brunch of pastries and coffee, we
are off on a private tour including the gabled house also
known as the Turner-Ingersoll Mansion, plus Haw-
thorne's boyhood home and other structures at the wa-
terfront complex. At noon, Mary-Ellen Smiley—curator
of the new Salem Museum opening in June in Salem’s
historic Old Town Hall—will tell the story of Salem from
its founding to the present day. Her sense of humor,
warmth and profound knowledge will take us through
Joanna and William's landing through the life events of
their progeny.

At the complex, the Turner-Ingersoll Mansion has two
new exhibits:
= The recreation of Colonel Pyncheon's study as de-
scribed by Hawthorne in his famous novel, The
House of the Seven Gables.
= Adisplay of period gowns.

In the evening we gather at the Hawthorne Hotel for a
splendid family dinner and get set for our keynote
speaker, Dr. Nathan Hamilton, who will carry us further
into our history with his talk on artifacts and archaeolo-
gy. Dr. Hamilton, associate professor of archaeology at
University of Southern Maine and part of the team di-
recting research at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead, has
documented cultural finds spanning 7,000 years there,
with textiles and ceramics from prehistory through the
17th and 18th centuries. As we follow in his footsteps,
we will trace the history of our ancestors' lands prior to
their arrival through the early colonial period. Dr. Hamil-
ton will whet our appetite for more discoveries the next
day, as we join him and his students in a dig at the ho-
mestead itself!

Monday, after a delectable family breakfast, we join in
our family business meeting. Then, continuing our jour-
ney through time, we zoom to the Rebecca Nurse Ho-
mestead, where Dr. Hamilton and his students await us
for tours of the homestead itself, along with the Danvers
Militia for historical re-enactments. Expect a whirlwind
of discovery and excitement! Time telescopes poignantly
when we awaken our family bonds as we break bread
with each other, sharing a family picnic where our ances-

tors lived long ago.
Continued on next page
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Monday’s agenda for the TFA reunion in August includes a picnic lunch at the
Rebecca Nurse Homestead, plus a chance to see progress on the archaeology dig
there and historic reenactments by the Danvers List Company. This historic
photo of the homestead is included in the Library of Congress.

Continued from page 48

Then off to Topsfield to unveil the remnants of family
memory along the Towne-Treadwell Path as it wends
its way between the sites of the former homesteads of
Joanna and William Towne and Isaac and Mary Estey.
The Towne Family Association bench and plaque will be
commemorated by a talk by Norm Isler of the Topsfield
Historical Society.

A

Rounding out our adventures, Monday evening we © | ; - : . h
gather for an exciting and insightful talk by the de- e e a’pa'rtlcu arfam/ymer.n erormem-
. . . . . bers you'd like featured, e-mail Brenda:
lightful Gravestone Girls. They will detail the intriguing , .

; TheGirls@gravestonegirls.com
headstones of our family members and others and re-

J
veal the customs for internment and mourning through N
the early years of our nation's history. A
Tuesday morning dawns, and the Hawthorne Hotel f Breakfast may be available in a private Towne h
beckons to those who wish to linger over breakfast, family room. Contact Lynn Bolte (LKB1@
sharing with newfound cousins memories of our jour- fuse.net) if you plan breakfast Tuesday at the
ney from present to past, and back again. What a Hawthorne. Order from the menu; the amount
splendid adventure for every member of the family! & will be added to your checkout bill.

~

C 4 Y

See the TFA website, www.TowneFolk.com, for latest updates on the Salem TFA reunion. Questions? Contact
Lynn Bolte,|LKB1@fuse.net| If you have not received e-mail confirmation of your reunion registration within two
weeks, contact Linda Bixby Fulmer, LiBFulmer@aol.com
U J
Y
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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.
31sT ANNUAL REUNION AUGUST 13-16, 2011

Hawthorne Hotel, 18 Washington Square West Salem, MA 01970 Phone (800) 729-7829
(978) 744-4080

To make hotel reservations at the reduced TFA rate of $129 plus tax, single or double, call (800) 729-
7829 or e-mail info@HawthorneHotel.com before June 30. Register early so you aren't disappointed!
Rooms at the TFA rate are available beginning Friday, August 12, for those who wish to spend a long
weekend discovering the many historic sites in and around Salem. For more information on the hotel
and Salem sights, see the March issue of About Towne, page 21, and www.salem.org. See hotel web-
site http://www.HawthorneHotel.com/ for detailed driving directions. Free self-parking at the hotel.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

=  Hospitality room opens at noon. Our hospitality room is the beautiful and spacious library at the historic Hawthorne
Hotel. Genealogy help will be available to assist family members discover additional twigs on their family tree. We will
also have archival-quality copies of Rebecca Towne Nurse documents from the Peabody Essex Museum.

= 4 p.m.: "Who Do You Think You Are????" Latest DNA results from Margaret Press and Paul Towne, hospitality room.
=  Dinner: on your own, or join up with cousins to explore the area’s many fine dining options.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
=  Hospitality room opens at 8 a.m.
= 10 a.m.: Light brunch and tour of the House of the Seven Gables. Sign up with Lynn Bolte, LKB1@fuse.net
= Noon: Lively historic lecture by Mary-Ellen Smiley at the House of the Seven Gables.

= 6 p.m.: Welcome family dinner in the hotel ballroom. Get acquainted with cousins, share family stories and savor the
excellent dinner served by the Hawthorne. Bring a few extra dollars to buy raffle tickets.

= 7 p.m.: “Artifacts and Archaeology” lecture by Dr. Nathan Hamilton. Enjoy the thrill of discovery as Dr. Hamilton de-
tails and exhibits his finds at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead.

MONDAY, AUGUST 15
=  Hospitality room open 11 a.m.—10 p.m.
= 8a.m.—11a.m.: Breakfastin the hotel ballroom followed by the business meeting.

= Noon: Carpool to TFA picnic at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead. Private picnic lunch and afternoon of activities. A day
of sharing and discovery complete with historic re-enactments by the Danvers List Company and hands-on archaeology
dig site discovery with Dr. Nathan Hamilton and his students.

= On the way back to the hotel we will stop in Topsfield, MA, to see the bench and plaque the TFA donated to the
Towne-Treadwell Walking Path.

= 7 p.m.: The Gravestone Girls, hospitality room. Send your headstone info to TheGirls@gravestonegirls.com
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16TH

= Informal breakfast on your own, or ballroom may be available if enough guests wish to gather for breakfast at the Haw-

thorne Hotel. Let Lynn Bolte know,|LKB1@fuse.net|or (513) 598-9323.
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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

31sT ANNUAL REUNION AUGUST 13-16,2011

Hawthorne Hotel, 18 Washington Square West Salem, MA 01970 Phone (800) 729-7829
(978) 744-4080

REGISTRATION FORM

Number persons  Total

Annual meeting registration, $15 per person $
No registration fee for children under age 18.
But please be sure to list their names below.
Total amount for meals (from other side of this page) S
Please see other side for meal choices

GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Deadline for annual meeting registration and meal reservations: June 30

Make checks payable to TFA. Mail this form with your check to:
Linda Bixby Fulmer P.O. Box 5026 Carefree, AZ 85377

Your name [s]

Your address

City State ZIP

Your e-mail address Phone ( )
For confirmation of your reunion registration

Descended from (Which child of William and Joanna?)

Name[s] of those attending with you:

Please indicate if any above attendees are under age 18 so that we get a total count of number expected

Turn this page over to make your meal choices, then enter the dollar amount from the other
side in the space above marked “Total amount for meals.” Add the right-hand column to get
the grand total for reunion registration and meals. Enclose your check, payable to TFA, for the
grand total and mail to Linda Bixby Fulmer at address above.
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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.
31sT ANNUAL REUNION AUGUST 13-16, 2011

MEAL CHOICES

Banquet, Sunday, August 14, 6 p.m., Hawthorne Hotel ballroom. Each entrée is $44.
Includes appetizer, salad, dessert, beverage, tax, tip.

Number persons Total
Please select entrée:

Chicken Hawthorne S
With asparagus & forest mushrooms, orange hollandaise

Roast New England Cod S
Pumpkin seed crust, red onion marmalade

If you would like a children’s menu, please let us know.

Breakfast, Monday, August 15, 8 a.m., $19 per person

Full breakfast buffet S
Including juice, eggs, bacon, sausage, pastries, coffee, tea, tax, tip

Picnic box lunch at Nurse Homestead, Monday, August 15, $20 per person
Served with condiments, whole fruit, cookies, potato chips, soft drink

Please select box lunch choice:

Turkey and Cheese Croissant S
Smoked turkey, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, brie cheese
Ham and Swiss S
Honey ham, imported Swiss, lettuce, tomato on a French roll
Roast Beef Sandwich S
With lettuce and tomato on an onion dill roll
Tuna Salad Roll S
With seasoned mayonnaise served on a French roll
Chicken Salad Pita S
Grilled diced chicken with capers and mayonnaise on pita bread

TOTAL FOR MEALS $

ENTER TOTAL FOR MEALS ON OTHER SIDE OF THIS FORM

52



ABOUT TOWNE VOL. XXXI No. 2

|
About Towne 53



