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Paul Towne (at screen) and Margaret Press (right, back to camera) presented latest Towne DNA test 
results at the Salem reunion, emphasizing new information about Edmund’s descendants.  Linda 
Towne (center) assisted with projection.  Paul plans an article on new DNA results for an upcoming 
issue of About Towne. 

 

A MAGICAL WEEKEND IN SALEM 
 

By Sarah and Julia di Cicco 
 

Kaleidoscopic images whirling, we recall a joyous reunion weekend replete with adven-
ture and discovery. Centered at the Hawthorne Hotel, radiating outward to the House of 
the Seven Gables, the Nurse Homestead, and points in between, these images meld both 
the intellect and the emotions, connecting us to each other and to our past.  As we 
looked across the bay from the Gables, we espied dimly through the mist the boat carry-
ing Joanna and William.  With hands outstretched, hearts lifting, we relived their journey, 
travails, and success.  As we snuffed the scents of the sea mixed with tallow, bayberry and 
fireside cooking, we sought the sheltering warmth and comfort of the hearth and good 
cheer from the pelting rain.  Inspiring speakers and historic re-creators continued to lift 
the veil of mist separating us from the past.  From these profound and joyous expe-
riences, like the artifacts revealed at the Homestead, we became living archeology:  the 
mosaic of one family.  We reached across the bay and welcomed our family ashore.  
 

Heartfelt Thanks 
 

We would like to extend hearty thanks to Laura Abraham and the wonderful staff at the 
Hawthorne Hotel who made our reunion so delightful:  the hospitality room in the library, 
ballroom, seamless service, and genuinely warm welcome; to Alan Collachicco for the 
splendid visit to the Gables; Laura Abraham and the Danvers Militia for the tremendous 
exhibition of historical re-enactments and delightful events at the Rebecca Nurse Homes-
tead and Meeting House; Dr. Nathan Hamilton for his stirring presentation and the arc-
heological site both he and his students prepared for us; Margaret Press and Paul Towne 
for their presentation on DNA; Mary-Ellen Smiley for her historic tour of Naumkeg; and 
our TFA members Lynn Bolte, Linda Fullmer, Carole Towne Seaton and Elizabeth Hana-
han, raffle donors, raffle ticket sellers Chris Towne Drucker and Ray Towne and the hospi-
tality room staffers, without whom this event would not have been possible! 
 

And a happy thank-you to those of you who attended our family reunion for the first 
time.  We were thrilled to meet you!   
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TOWNE BOOK RECEIVES AWARDS 
By Lois Payne Hoover 

 

In May I travelled to Charleston, SC, for the National Genealogical So-
ciety conference, where at the May 13 banquet I was awarded the Na-
tional Genealogical Society 2011 Award for Excellence for a genealogy 
and family history for Towne Family:  Five Generations of Descendants.  
This award was a lovely certificate suitable for framing. 
 

On May 21, I attended the annual meeting of the Connecticut Society of 
Genealogists in Berlin, CT.  I was pleased my granddaughters, Jennifer 
and Katie Joyner, who had flown in from Sacramento, CA, could join me 
there, as did TFA President Elizabeth Hanahan.   At this luncheon meet-
ing, I was awarded the Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc., Certifi-
cate of Achievement and named grand prize winner of the 2011 literary 
awards contest in genealogy.  This award included a framed certificate, a 
lovely engraved porringer and a $1,000 check, which I’m applying 
against the costs of publishing a second edition of my book, Towne Fam-
ily: Five Generations of Descendants. 
 

Because I have few books unsold from the first run, I have ordered a 
second run of 100 books, anticipating interest from outside TFA when 
these awards are announced in the organizations’ quarterlies.   The price 
remains the same—$75 per book, sent media mail.  California residents 
must add $6.19 for sales tax.  Make checks payable to Lois P. Hoover and 
mail to 24093 Eucalyptus Ct., Auburn, CA  95602. 
 

On May 24, Barbara Holden, Jean Towne and I met with Dana Mastro-
nianni, director of the Topsfield Town Library, to donate a copy of 
Towne Family: Five Generations of Descendants to the library.  Jean also 
showed Barbara and me the Towne-Treadwell Walking Path and the 
bench that TFA has placed there in a lovely tribute to our ancestors. 
 

I wish to thank the many members who have supported me over the 
past ten years as I worked on this book.  I am honored that it has re-
ceived two prestigious awards and has brought attention to the Towne 
Family Association.   

  
Lois Hoover accepts the second of two prestigious awards garnered by 
her book, Towne Family: Five Generations of Descendants.  Left, James 
H. Leatherbee II of the Connecticut Society of Genealogists’ board of 
governors presents Lois with the grand prize for their 2011 literary 
awards contest.  Right, TFA members Jean Towne (center) and Barbara 
Holden (right) accompanied Lois to the Topsfield Town Library to 
present a copy of Lois’s book. 
 

mailto:gggenealogy@comcast.net
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

 

 

Having just returned from our 31st annual reunion in Salem, MA, I can take the time to reflect on this suc-
cessful event.  We had 122 people in attendance, including thirty-four first-timers.  There was a fairly even 
split of people from the general Massachusetts/New England area and those who traveled from other parts 
of the country, including eleven from California and two from Canada.  Our stalwart executive secretary, 
Virginia Towne, impressed everyone by driving all the way across Canada from Olympia, WA, to be there!  
As we had hoped, the August reunion allowed a number of families to attend with their children and intro-
duce them to their roots, maybe creating some budding genealogists.  At the general meeting on Monday, 
our oldest attendee was Wally Parsons, 90, and our youngest was Ryan Lewis, 5.   I am sure you will enjoy 
reading more about our activities and looking at the photographs elsewhere in this issue.   
 

For the most part, the weather cooperated.  We did not have the oppressive heat and humidity that we 
had been experiencing the week before; and although it did rain on Monday, the day we were at the Nurse 
Homestead, it was not the torrential downpours we had been having either until later that evening when 
we were back at the hotel.  Towne descendants tend to be rugged, with someone actually commenting 
that being at the Homestead with the rain beating on the roof and wood smoke wafting through the air 
actually gave a more authentic feel for what life must have been like when Rebecca lived there.   
 

We had a very productive business meeting on Monday and made organizational changes which will help 
TFA to run more smoothly.  We are implementing a two-year budget and a two-year term for officers 
which will help to provide consistency and flexibility in planning.  You can read the details of this in the an-
nual meeting minutes.  We will evaluate this plan in 2013 to determine its effectiveness.  If we vote to con-
tinue it, there will be an added bonus of much shorter business meetings on the alternate years, which I 
know will be welcomed by everyone, myself included. 
 

A highlight of the meeting was a presentation by Karen Johnsen, tour leader for our trip to England in Sep-
tember 2012.  She shared photos from her own trip and gave us more details about the plans.  There has 
been a good response so far.  She’d like to encourage people to take advantage of the “early bird” special 
before October 31, 2011, since she will need to put down deposits before too long.  The earlier we can do 
this, the more likely it will be that we can lock in more favorable rates for buses and hotels.  We will hold 
our 2012 annual meeting at St. Nicholas Church in Great Yarmouth, where William and Joanna Towne were 
married and six of their children were baptized.  A bonus for attendees will be that there is no registration 
fee or other reunion cost since the meeting is being incorporated into the trip.  Karen has done a wonder-
ful job planning this trip, and as a result is allowing us to offer this trip at a very reasonable price.   
 

Future reunions are being planned in St. Helena Island (Beaufort), SC, in 2013 to commemorate the found-
ing of Penn School there in 1862 by Laura M. Towne and Ellen Murray, and in Topsfield, MA, in 2014.  We 
would like to head out west in 2015.  If anyone is interested in hosting a reunion or planning a small infor-
mal regional get-together, please contact me for more information, HanahanTFA@aol.com.  
 

If you would like to volunteer or have ideas and suggestions as to how we can make TFA better, let me 
know.  I enjoy hearing from you.  The more people actively involved in TFA, the stronger we will be.   
 

—Elizabeth Hanahan     

mailto:HanahanTFA@aol.com
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     MEET YOUR OFFICERS 
    Gail P. Garda, TFA Genealogist 
 

I’m pleased to announce the appointment of Gail Garda as our head genealogist, replacing Ka-
ren Towne, who unfortunately is unable to continue in that position.  Gail has been a TFA mem-
ber since 2008.  In August, she attended the annual reunion in Salem, where many members had 
the opportunity to meet her or get better acquainted.  As you can see from her biography, she 
has a longstanding interest in our Towne family and in genealogy.  

                       —Elizabeth Hanahan 
                                                                                                                                          Gail P. Garda              

About fifteen years ago I became very interested in genealogy research, along with a few of my sisters, who are also TFA mem-
bers, and have done extensive genealogy research on all branches of our very large family (Ireland, England, Scotland, Nova Sco-
tia/New Brunswick, USA).  Our Towne ancestor is Edmund, through my mother—Hazel Irene (Cooke) Hoey (1921-2008), my 
grandmother—Ruth Mildred (Hamilton) Cooke (1902-1993), and my great-grandmother—Elizabeth Adelaide (Towne) Hamilton 
(1879-1957).  Her father was Farnum Ernest Towne (1850-1935). His ancestry was Harmon, Amos, Peter, Nathan, Nathan, Jo-
seph, Edmund, William.  Last count, descendants of my parents totaled ninety-one children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, with five more on the way!   
  
I was born and raised in Somerville, MA, in a family of fourteen (seven sisters and four brothers; I'm eighth of twelve).  I have 
three married children (two daughters and a son), six wonderful grandchildren, and many, many nieces and nephews with child-
ren.  I raised my children in Winchester, MA, and moved to Hampton Falls, NH, about twenty years ago with my husband, Den-
nis.  Just in case you're wondering, yes, New Hampshire does have beaches, twenty miles of beautiful seacoast and many won-
derful lakes too!  My children have careers in information technology security, early childhood education, and architecture. 
My interests are genealogy research, reading (love my Kindle™!), travel (love cruises), sport fishing in New England and Florida, 
swimming, snorkeling, scuba-diving, and boogie-boarding at the beach with my grandkids.  Occasionally, I also participate in my 
husband’s favorite hobby, shooting sporting clays and modern skeet at a local gun club. 
  
My business career was in the insurance brokerage, risk management/consulting field, working for one of the three largest 
commercial insurance brokerage firms in the world with headquarters in Chicago.  I was a vice president and manager of claims 
and risk control in their Boston office and survived many mergers and acquisitions before leaving after twenty-plus years, taking 
a new position as the corporate risk manager for a large hotel chain whose corporate office was located in Hampton, NH, just 
two miles from my home.  The company was purchased and relocated to Texas in 1996, at which time I decided to stay in New 
England...and began to focus more on my passion for genealogy research!  
  
I have researched about fifty family trees for family, friends, and friends of friends and have donated my time to non-profit fund-
raising auctions in the form of five-hour gift certificates toward genealogy research, providing the recipients with a CD containing 
genealogy reports, a family tree chart and a GEDCOM file (a common file format that allows different family tree software pro-
grams to communicate with each other) so they can continue to research their ancestry on their own.  The research I've done for 
others has also been quite interesting at times.  I've connected my own family tree to four others.  A few years ago when my 
eldest daughter reviewed our family tree, she discovered that her roommate in college was a distant cousin!   
  
Whenever I talk about genealogy, my love of the challenge of the search comes through, making believers out of non-believers, 
opening doors to a family's past, discovering that their ancestors had similar pursuits, occupations, illnesses, and family traits.  
One friend, who has been married three times, was a bit relieved when he found out that his great-grandfather had been mar-
ried four times!  With this knowledge he told his wife, "It's not me, it's in the genes!"   
  
When giving advice to people who are just beginning their genealogy search, I always caution them that the inter-
net's "information highway" is a wonderful thing, genealogy has become very popular, and everyone wants to be related to 
someone famous or infamous.  As a result, you will quickly find a lot of the family trees on well-known genealogy websites and in 
published books, with information that may or may not have been verified or proven.  Before accepting the research of others, 
be sure to check your own source references and family documents.   
 

As TFA's new genealogist I look forward to assisting members with research and providing more general insights into the "how- 
to's" of genealogy research through articles in future TFA newsletters.   
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              THE STAFF OF LIFE 

 

By Virginia Towne 
 

Bread was a mainstay for the colonial family.  Yet we find that bread was not easily come by in the early days of most communi-
ties.  It took a lot of hot, sweaty work to get bread for the family.  
 

A simple bread could be mixed up if one had flour, a pinch of salt, water and yeast; but then you had to bake it.  Masonry ovens 
built of firebrick and clay, made to absorb and slowly radiate the heat back, allowed the job to be somewhat standard.  Two 
main types of ovens were built to handle this job.  The first was an oven built into the fireplace in the cooking area of the home.  
The second was a stand-alone oven made from clay that could be put in the back yard, or other convenient place, which would 
not overheat the house or set it on fire. 
 

Most cooks would assign a whole day to baking.  This is easy to understand when you consider what the day would be like.  First, 
rise and build a fire in the oven.  Mix bread dough and let it rise.  Feed the fire in the oven.   Fix breakfast and do morning chores 
while feeding the fire and checking that the oven was burning correctly.  Push down the dough and knead.  Check the oven.  
 

Three to five hours after the oven was lit, it was time to remove the fire from the oven.  A built-in oven might have a hole or 
slide to allow you to push the fire into the main fireplace if it didn’t stick halfway down and get blocked.  Otherwise you removed 
the fire with tongs and shovel.  Then you had to brush the oven and swab it out with a damp rag on a stick.  At this point the 
bread had been kneaded several times and the loaves shaped, ready for the oven.  If the oven is hot enough, but not too hot, 
you would place the bread and any other items you wanted to bake on the floor of the oven and close the door.  After an hour 
or so, you could remove the door and take out the finished creations.  This whole process could then be repeated if need be to 
make enough bread for the family for a week. 
 

Instead of thermometers to check the oven temperature, a common way to tell if the oven temperature was right was to hold 
your hand in the oven and count seconds, or recite a psalm.  If you could hold your hand in too long, the oven was too cold and 
had to have a fire built back in it until it was hotter.  If you could not hold your hand in long enough, the oven was too 
hot and you needed to wait to put your bread in for baking.  Each person learned by doing and had her own 
formula.   
 

Various recipes from the era call for wide variety of items in the bread.  Molasses, raisins and 
 other dried fruits and a number of other items could add variety to the menu.  Various grains 
 could also add to the different choices.  In New England there were people who had been fairly 
 well off in England and who were accustomed to a better type of food. 
 

If the baker had made any sweets or other goods, they could be placed in the oven with the bread.  
Cookies were not called cookies; but macaroons—a type of cookie—were certainly known.  Cakes 
and pies or baked desserts would be ready before the fire was removed from the oven.  The 
baker then would arrange the various items to be baked so that a cake would be in a 
cooler portion of the oven and the bread a hotter portion.  This allowed everything 
to cook evenly over the time needed before the door could be removed and 
the baking finished.  
 

As communities became larger, bake shops came into existence.  The 
housewife could then, if she had the money, buy bread and save her-
self a whole day of hard labor.  Of course there was always something 
else to take up her time.   
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In this issue we present the third reprint of stories and recipes from the TFA cookbook, Best Cooks in Towne, printed in 1992.  
Calligraphy above was by Ella Mae Towne Pero.  Additional recipes will be regularly posted to the Members’ News section of 
our website, www.TowneFolk.com.  Susan Yatsinko has volunteered to manage recipe selection for the website and newslet-
ter, with the help of her daughter Rebecca. 

 

CHILI SAUCE DAY 
By Jean Warner, Hamden, CT 

 

When I was young, my mother “put up” hundreds of jars of vegetables, fruit, jams, jellies and pickles.  Our favorite was her 
chili sauce.  It was made to serve on home-baked beans, but we used it on many other dishes as well.  Hot dogs, hamburgers, 
meatloaf, cold meat sandwiches, fish and even fried eggs were spread generously with it.   
 

We had a large garden, and in the evening my dad would pick all the really ripe tomatoes.  Mom would start the job early the 
next morning, and any kid who could be trusted with a paring knife was allowed to help.   
 

The tomatoes were washed and peeled.  Each was impaled on a long-handled fork and plunged into a pot of very hot water.  
This way, the skins came off easily.  They were cut up and put in the largest kettle we had.  Onions and green peppers were 
ground up in a heavy, awkward grinder clamped to the kitchen table.  Several layers of newspaper and the dishpan were 
placed on the floor under the grinder to catch the drips.  Only the older children were allowed to load the grinder.  (Mom 
didn’t want any bits of young finger in her sauce.)  After the onions and peppers were added, sugar, vinegar and the spices 
went in:  cloves, allspice, cinnamon, salt and dry mustard.   
 

The cooking took all day, and the sauce required frequent stirring.  At first, the concoction smelled like nothing but stewing 
tomatoes; but after a few hours the spices asserted themselves and a lovely aroma filled the whole house.  Anyone who 
passed through the kitchen was told to give the sauce a stir.  We kids often “tested” the sauce right from the stirring spoon.  
Mom preferred that we have a taste on a saltine cracker.   
 

Only she knew when the flavor and thickness were right for it to be put into the Mason jars.  We always hoped there would 
be a bit left when she finished filling the last pint jar so that we could have some of the fresh sauce for supper. 
 

PUMPKIN GINGERBREAD 
By Connie Purvis, Troutdale, OR 

 

3 c. sugar    1 tsp. nutmeg 
1 c. oil     1 tsp. cloves 
4 eggs     1 tsp allspice 
2/3 c. water    3 ½ c. flour 
16 oz. can pumpkin   2 tsp. baking soda 
2 tsp. ginger    1 ½ tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon    ½ tsp. baking powder 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  In a large bowl, mix sugar, oil and eggs; add water.  Beat in pumpkin and spices.  In a medium 
bowl, sift together the dry ingredients; add to pumpkin mixture and stir just until blended.  Pour into two greased 4”x9” loaf 
pans.  Bake for one hour. 
 
In 1960 my husband, our two small children and I were living in a logging camp on Vank Island near Wrangell, Alaska. One 
day we received a package from my mother. She sent gifts for the children and a cookbook for me.  We enjoyed many good 
meals from that book, but in particular this pumpkin gingerbread. After more than 40 years it's still a family favorite. 
 
Winter squash may be substituted for the pumpkin. I sometimes bake in a Bundt pan; but remember, baking time will vary. 
Use the toothpick test!   
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TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

Annual Meeting Minutes    August 15, 2011    Hawthorne Hotel, Salem  
 

The 31st annual meeting of the Towne Family Association was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by President Elizabeth Hanahan.  
Fred Carlson led the pledge of allegiance.  A roll call of officers determined all to be present with the exception of vice presi-
dent of publicity, Ann Koshar, and treasurer, Linda B. Fulmer. 
 
After parliamentarian Barry Cass determined that a quorum was present, Virginia Towne moved that the minutes of the 30

th
 

annual meeting on September 11, 2010, in Omaha, NE, be accepted as printed.  Karen Johnsen seconded, and the motion 
passed.  Good wishes from absent members were shared. 
 

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of departed members and family of present TFA members:  Thomas 
Charles Roome, Gerald Giles Berry, Robert Wadland, Althea M. Gibbons, Sue Shanafelt, Thomas Pratt, Alice T. Lester, Arthur 
Massolo, and Chase Anderson Cass. 
 
The oldest member in attendance was Wally Parsons, 90.  The youngest was Ryan Lewis, 5.  There were 34 first-timers, includ-
ing 14 new members present.  Total attendance was 122.  The furthest distance traveled was from Crescent City, CA; and the 
person who drove the furthest was Virginia Towne, who drove from Olympia, WA.  
  
The treasurer’s report was offered by Elizabeth Hanahan in the absence of Linda Fulmer, who took over officially January 1, 
2011.  Transferring funds to new accounts turned out to be very difficult.  The need to appear in person to prove identities 
with officers spread all over the country was challenging.  It took nearly three months, but we now have our checking and sav-
ings accounts at Bank of America, with the treasurer, president and executive secretary as authorized signatories.   We ended 
the year with a $536 net gain.  The figures for the annual meeting are not comparable to other years since they include income 
and expenditures from both Omaha and Salem. Our total assets are $38,626.  A full outside audit of all financial records has 
been conducted this year.  Since information on one certificate of deposit is still outstanding, no final written report has been 
presented.   Verbal reports indicate all accounts examined to date to be in order and the organization to be fiscally sound. 
 
Due to the serious illness of her husband, no report has yet been submitted by the vice president of publicity, Ann Koshar. The 
2011 membership list which is being mailed to members was prepared after July 1

st
 so will fall into next year’s budget.  

 
Executive secretary Virginia Towne reported 54 new members since the last meeting, including two who joined here at the 
reunion.  There were 40 non-renewals.  Total membership stands at 487.  The internet and word of mouth were the sources 
cited most frequently for learning about TFA.  Attendees at the reunion were encouraged to take packets of 25 TFA brochures 
home with them to disseminate in their communities.  
 
Vice-president of programs Lynn Bolte reported that her first year was very busy meeting the challenges of her new job. 
 
Newly appointed genealogist Gail Garda expressed enthusiasm for helping people with their genealogical puzzles and indi-
cated that a priority would be to update our database.  
 
About Towne editor Carole Seaton thanked people for their contributions and asked people to send her suggestions as to 

A huge number of first-timers—34 in all—attended the annual reunion August 13-15 at the Hawthorne Hotel in Salem, MA. 
 

Continued on page 61 
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Barbara Towne Patterson (left) and Marilyn Towne Roy 
examined raffle prizes donated for the reunion.  Barbara 
and Marilyn served on the nominating committee, and 
Barbara is the TFA’s new vice-president. 
 

Karen Johnsen showed Helen Shaw (right) some of the highlights 
of the TFA’s tour itinerary in England in September 2012.  Partici-
pants who sign up before October 31, 2011, save more than ten 
percent on tour costs.  See page 76 of this issue. 
 

 

 

 

 

LEFT:  Descendants of Mary Towne 
Estey (and some spouses) at the Sa-
lem reunion included TFA president 
Elizabeth Hanahan, third from left.   
 
 
ALL GROUP AND 
DINNER TABLE PHOTOS 
BY COLLEEN MURPHY 
 
 
BELOW:  Descendants of Rebecca 
Towne Nurse comprised the largest 
group at the 2011 reunion, narrowly 
eclipsing the descendants of Jacob.   
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 Enjoying dinner in the Hawthorne Hotel’s Grand Ballroom were (left to right) new member Joan Towne Quesnel, Joanne L. 
Towne, new members Ann Marie Swenson, Erik Swenson and Meade Swenson, and Bob Bolduc.   
 
Continued from page 59 

what they would like to see covered in the newsletter, as well as more articles and photographs.  As there are frequently more 
submissions than can be printed in a particular issue—28 pages is the maximum that can be mailed under our bulk mail per-
mit—material sent will be used as space permits. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
England trip:  Karen Johnsen, trip leader, presented photographs and details about the upcoming trip.  A sign-up sheet was 
passed around for people to indicate interest.  Karen encouraged people to take advantage of the “early bird special” to help  
her with planning.  She also explained that trip insurance will be available.  Elizabeth thanked Karen for all of the work she has 
invested in preparations for the trip. 
 
Cookbook:  Susan Yatsinko volunteered to take charge of selecting recipes from the TFA cookbook to go into the newsletter 
and onto the website.   
 
Rebecca Nurse Homestead:  Reports from Bob Osgood, former long-time caretaker of the Rebecca Nurse Homestead, to Ar-
thur J. and Jean Towne indicate that things are slowly improving there.   A change in caretakers has occurred and many needed 
repairs have either been made or are in the planning stages.   
 
Regional meetings: The Tennessee group is continuing to meet regularly.  They have taken on responsibility for research into 
John and the southern Townes.  They have all of the relevant materials provided by Shirley D. Patterson. 
 
Although the proposed California regional meeting did not take place due to lack of response, regional meetings will still be 
encouraged. 
 
Bylaws revision:  Barry Cass will chair a committee to update the by-laws.  Included will be amendments which have been 
adopted at various annual meetings over the years as well as revised officer responsibilities, annual meeting guidelines, 
amendment procedures, and disposal of funds in the case of dissolution of TFA.  Provisions for use of technology and social 
media for communication among board members and with the general membership will be investigated and incorporated as 
appropriate. 
 
Membership:  Life membership funds, currently at $12,500, will be consolidated into a dedicated restricted account once we 
are able to close our certificates of deposit.  All new life membership dues will be placed in this restricted account.  Dues from 
deceased life members will remain in the account.  To help fund the increasing costs of the organization, an annual withdrawal 
of equivalent annual dues of life members will be moved from the restricted fund to the checking account once the final mem-
bership list is established on June 30

th
 each year.  Proposed by Barry Cass, seconded by Ray Towne.  The motion passed.   

Continued on next page 
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Senior life memberships:  In 1989, the membership voted to grant free indi-
vidual life memberships to people who had been a member for at least one 
year and who had attained the age of 90.  We will begin re-implementing this 
policy with the 2012 membership year.   As this had already been voted at a 
prior meeting, no further action was needed. 
 
Out of U.S. memberships:  With higher costs to mail newsletters to people 

outside North America and an increasing number of inquiries, it is prohibitive 

to continue to mail materials to foreign addresses.  It was proposed by Barry 
Cass and seconded by Virginia Towne that these members receive full member 
benefits, but that the newsletter be provided online only.  In the event that a 
non-North American member opts to receive a printed newsletter, a surcharge 
will be imposed to cover mailing costs.  The motion passed.  There is no 
change for Canadian members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Officer terms of office:  To provide more consistency, Barry Cass moved and 
Virginia Towne seconded that officers shall serve two-year terms, with there 
being no limit to the number of terms to which they can be elected.  Tempo-
rary appointments could be made to fill an unexpired term if necessary.  The 
motion carried.  
  
Non-profit status:  We were incorporated in the state of Delaware as a non-
profit corporation in 1989.  Laws were implemented in 2008 requiring IRS re-
porting by groups such as ours.  We were unaware of this change so are out of 
compliance.  It appears that an application for 501(c)3 status may be required, 
which will cost an estimated $1400—$1600 for filing and accounting fees.  
After discussion at the meeting, further investigations will be undertaken to 
determine the best way for us to get into compliance with these regulations.  
Virginia Towne proposed and Evelyn Hancock seconded that we file whatever 
forms are needed and pay all associated fees to bring us into compliance with 
the IRS tax code.  The motion passed. 
 
Financial reorganization and spending plan:  We would like to ensure more 
accountability in disbursement of funds while at the same time providing the 
flexibility needed to provide the most benefits for our members.  As a result, a 
two-year budget is being proposed for August 2011—September 2013. 
 
Ongoing DNA fund:  Virginia Towne moved and Ray Towne seconded that we 
allocate $2000 for the next two years for ongoing costs associated with DNA 
testing.  This fund is to be coordinated by Margaret Press, in consultation with 
the president and treasurer.  The motion carried. 
 
Ongoing English research fund:  Charles Farrow, our genealogist in England, 
has done a tremendous job for us over the years.  He has extensive knowledge 
of Towne family history and is an invaluable resource at a reasonable price 
(about $40 per hour).  He has provided us with a detailed proposal for further 
research to be conducted over the next two years.  Barry Cass moved and Ca-
role Seaton seconded that $2500 be allocated to the further research pro-
posed.  Karen Johnsen will oversee and coordinate this research with him in 
consultation with the president and treasurer.  The motion carried. 
 

Continued on next page 

ABOVE:  First cousins Frances Town Allgor and 
Carole Towne Seaton visited the House of Seven 
Gables.  BELOW:  TFA genealogist Gail Garda (see 
page 56) signed in at the House of Seven Gables 
while her sister, Noreen Sheridan-Farrar, awaited 
her turn.   

 

LEFT: Sisters Christine Drucker (left) and Sarah diCic-
co (right) with daughter Julia at the House of Seven 
Gables.  RIGHT: Phyllis Moore and granddaughter 
Crystal Hitch, a first-timer, enjoyed the gardens.  
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ABOVE:  Descendants of Jacob at the Salem reunion included president Elizabeth Hanahan (center, light dress); 
2010 reunion chairman Anita Carson (at Elizabeth’s left); and Julia DiCicco and Sarah Towne diCicco (at Anita’s 
left), this year’s co-chairmen.  LEFT:  Brenda Sullivan of the Gravestone Girls presented an overview of American 
gravestones, including markers of some TFA members’ ancestors.   
 

Continued from previous page 

Continued on next page 

Ongoing genealogy fund:  Barry Cass moved and Lynn Bolte seconded that $1500 be appropriated for the next two years for 
books, subscriptions, memberships, conferences and meetings for the genealogist and the genealogy committee.  These funds 
will be coordinated by Gail Garda in consultation with the president and treasurer.  The motion carried. 
 
Annual meeting expenses: Annual meeting registration fees have not been raised in about 20 years, while costs have skyrock-
eted.  Committee members should not have to use their own money to provide the extras.  Helen Shaw moved and Evelyn 
Hancock seconded that, beginning with the 2013 reunion, registration fees be raised to $25 per person.  Children under 18 will 
continue to attend for free.  The motion carried. 
 
The annual meeting portion of the reunion is mandated by the by-laws so should be a general operating expense rather than a 
reunion expense.  Carole Seaton moved and Virginia Towne seconded that $500 from the general fund be allocated to the an-
nual meeting for expenses mandated by the bylaws.  The motion carried. 
 
DONATIONS:  Individual motions to make the following donations were all carried: 

 St. Nicholas Church—$500 for 2011.  Motion by Barry Cass, seconded by Virginia Towne. 
 Other English churches associated with our ancestors—$1400 

o $900 for the smaller churches, a one-time expense, plus $500 to St. Nicholas Church as our 2012 donation.  
Moved by Karen Johnsen, seconded by Rae Johnson. 

 Clayes house—$500 to be applied to fees involved with clearing the title and acquiring the property.  An additional 
$500 will be donated once the house has been acquired.   Motion by Barry Cass, seconded by Barbara Cole. 

 Rebecca Nurse Homestead—$500.  Motion by Barry Cass, seconded by Arthur J. Towne. 
 Towne-Treadwell Walking Path—$200 membership for bench maintenance for each of two years to the Topsfield 

Main Street Foundation.  Motion by Barry Cass, seconded by Susan Yatsinko. 
 Penn Center/Laura M. Towne Library:   

o $500 in commemoration of the sesquicentennial of the founding of Penn School by Laura M. Towne. 
o Provide a bound copy of the complete set of About Towne. 
o Provide a commemorative plaque for the library, donated by TFA in recognition of Laura M. Towne, to be 

presented at the 2013 reunion.  Motion by Barry Cass, seconded by Virginia Towne. 
 Footstone for William B. Towne and his mother, presentation by Arthur J. Towne.  No action taken on this, pending 

contact with the family members. 
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ABOVE:  TFA members (left to right) Michael 
Blair, Jerry McKenna, Billie McKenna and Vida 
Poole awaited the start of their guided tour of 
the House of the Seven Gables.   
BELOW:  Mary-Ellen Smiley, Salem Museum 
curator, presented a program on the earliest 
days of Salem, once known as Naumkeg. 

Anticipated revenues over the next two years are expected to cover all of the 
expenditures authorized above. 
 

Future reunions: 
 2012 - St. Nicholas Church, Great Yarmouth, England 
 2013 - Penn Center, St. Helena’s Island (Beaufort), SC 
 2014 - Topsfield, MA 
 2015 - Midwest?  West? 

 

The nominating committee presented the following slate of officers:  Presi-
dent—Elizabeth Hanahan; First Vice President—Barbara T. Patterson; Vice 
President of Programs—Lynn Bolte; Vice President of Publications—Ann Ko-
shar; Executive Secretary—Virginia Towne; Recording Secretary—Barry Cass; 
Treasurer—Linda Bixby Fulmer.   There were no nominations from the floor.  
A motion to accept the proposed slate was made by Carole Seaton and 
seconded by Virginia Towne.  The motion was carried. 
 

Topics from the floor:  The following comments and suggestions were raised 
by the membership.  No action was recommended or taken on the first three 
items.   

 Home state should be added to name tags. 
 Provide more help with transportation for those without cars. 
 Investigate grants and get a volunteer to work on grant writing. 
 The following motion was moved by Virginia Towne and seconded 

by Paul Webber, that a line be added to the reunion registration 
form so that people can donate additional sums to help defray reu-
nion costs.  The motion passed. 

 

With thanks for all participants, and reminders of the rest of the weekend’s 
activities by Julia and Sarah DiCicco, the meeting adjourned at 11:38 a.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barry Cass  
Recording Secretary 

 

Continued from previous page 

LEFT:  President Hanahan (left) awarded a Member of the Year certificate to executive secretary/historian Virginia Towne for her hard work and many con-
tributions to the association.  Arthur J. and Jean Towne were also named Members of the Year for continuing oversight of TFA matters in the Salem area.  
RIGHT:  Descendants of Edmund at the Salem reunion. 
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LEFT:  Descendants of Joseph at the reunion included many young 
first-timers.  ABOVE:  Jean Towne, a TFA Member of the Year along 
with her husband Arthur, described progress on the Towne-Treadwell 
Walking Path in Topsfield.  The path skirts property that once was the 
home of William and Joanna Towne and will be dedicated this month. 

 

ABOVE:  Enjoying dinner at the TFA reunion were (around table from left) Gene Zeiszler, Laurie Zeiszler, Alice McCutchan, a member of the 
nominating committee, James McCutchan, Gladys Parsons, Wally Parsons, Francis Robinson and Dorothy Robinson.   
BELOW:  Other diners were (around table from front left) Jim Driscoll, Martha Driscoll, Henry Rutkowski, Kathryn Rutkowski, Candice Cle-
menzi, Bob Osgood, Josie Osgood, Laura Abraham, Adele Brennan and Niamh Dolan.  Bob is the longtime caretaker of the Rebecca Nurse 
Homestead, now retired.  Laura is president of the Nurse Homestead and also sales manager of the Hawthorne Hotel. 
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                        NEW MEMBERS   
 

NEW LIFE MEMBER 
 

Shawn Towne, Ledyard, CT—Joseph 
 

William R. Ames 
Worcester, MA  
Jacob  
 
Michael Hayden Blair 
Nashua, NH  
Mary 
 
Robert  S. & Kelly M. Bridges, Jr. 
R. Shaw Bridges III & Austin J. Bridges 
Riverside, CT  
Sarah 
 
Sandra Kay Brisker 
Cincinnati, OH 
Joseph 
 
Myrtle Chapin 
Columbia, SC 
Husband descended from Mary 
 
Judith E. Chisholm 
Plymouth, MA 
Edmund 
 
David & Dianne Cox 
Corinth, NY 
Mary 
 
Tamara E. Davis 
Boxford, MA 
Edmund 
 
Dan Ellis Dudley 
Douglas, MA 
Rebecca 
 
Dianna Estee Emerson 
Lansing, MI 
Mary 
 
Jenny Abercrombie Foertsch 
Cincinnati, OH 
Joseph 
 
John Goff & Janice Skillings-Goff 
Salem, MA 
 

Amy Hall 
Framingham, MA 

Chase Anderson Cass 
 

The Rev. Dr. Barry Cass, TFA life member, record-
ing secretary and parliamentarian, officiated when 
his grandson, Chase Anderson Cass, was laid to 
rest in the Memorial Garden at Somers Congrega-
tional Church, Somers, CT, on June 15.  Chase was 
the infant son of Noah and Stacey Cass. 
 

Chase’s lineage through Edmund—William, Edmund, 
Joseph, Nathan, Nathan, Nathan, Elijah, Har-
mon, Moses, Cevie Towne Weston, Natalie Weston Cass, 
Barry, Noah, Chase; and  through Joseph—William, 
Joseph, Joseph, Israel, Israel, Israel, Israel, Elizabeth 
Towne Weston, William, Richard, Natalie Weston Cass, 
Barry, Noah, Chase. 

Arthur L. Massolo 
 

Arthur L. Massolo of Niantic, CT, died in New Lon-
don, CT, May 29, 2011.  Born in Brooklyn, NY, on 
Jan. 28, 1916, he married Gloria Bou in 1941 and 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces from 1942 to 
1945. 
 

During his 25-year career as a newspaperman, he 
covered the early years of the United Nations and 
interviewed many important cultural and political 
figures.  After becoming a political reporter, he 
covered the gubernatorial campaign of Nelson 
Rockefeller and the presidential campaign of John 
F. Kennedy.  He was fascinated by Kennedy's 
landmark Peace Corps initiative and later was 
asked to take charge of establishing Peace Corps 
operations in Central America.  
 

Mr. Massolo later became public affairs director 
for the medical school at St. George's University in 
Grenada, where he worked for 20 years.   
 

He is survived by his daughter, Laurie M. Deredita 
of New London, and her husband, John Deredita, a 
descendant of Jacob Towne and Mary Towne Es-
tey; two granddaughters, a great-grandson, and 
many nieces, nephews, and friends. 
 
 

 
Rachel Dingle Hollenbaugh 
Carlisle, PA   
Jacob 
 
Janice Elliott Hoy 
Henderson, NV 
Sarah’s stepdaughter, Hannah Cloyse 
 

Kelly S. & Dennis M. Liddy 
Leominster, MA 
 

Nancy E. Norris 
Mt. Plymouth, FL 
Mary & Jacob 
 
Ruth I. Perry 
Tewksbury, MA   
Edmund 
 

Connie Pillsbury 
Atascadero, CA 
Jacob 
 

Joan Towne Quesnel 
Asheville, NC  
Jacob 
 

Barbara Nadine Towne Roquet 
Rancho Mirage, CA 
 

Beverly Towns Schmalzried 
Johnson City, TN   
Edmund 
 

Michael Smith 
Palm Springs, CA   
Edmund 
 

Ann Marie Swenson, Meade & Erik 
Scarborough, ME  
Jacob 
 

Durl Olin Towne 
Redding, CA 
 

Marion Lee & Patricia Towns 
Mustang, OK  
Edmund 
 

Betsy Sargent Webber & Paul D. Webber 
Rochester, NH 
Rebecca 
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ABOVE: President Elizabeth Hanahan braved rain to see 
William and Joanna’s memorial bench on the Towne-
Treadwell Walking Path in Topsfield. 

ABOVE:  Thelma and Paul Papillo chatted with a lacemaker at the House of 
the Seven Gables. 

LEFT: Re-enactors at the Nurse Homestead stitched 
every article of clothing they’re wearing by hand, 
including their shoes, from reproduction materials 
typical to the colonial era. 

ABOVE, CENTER: TFA members inspected the archaeological 
dig at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead.   
 
ABOVE, RIGHT:  Dr. Nathan Hamilton of the University of 
Southern Maine directs the dig.  Dr. Hamilton was also the 
featured speaker at the TFA dinner in the Hawthorne Hotel’s 
Grand Ballroom.   
 
RIGHT:  Dr. Hamilton and his students created a display to 
show the various kinds of pottery and other material found at 
the dig on the Nurse Homestead. 

Photos on this page by Gary Cruise and Frances Town Allgor. 
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MYSTERY OF MARY—WHO WERE HER IN-LAWS? 
 

By Karen Johnsen 
 

Mary Towne was baptized Aug. 24, 1634, in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, England, accord-
ing to St. Nicholas Parish church records.  Her parents, William Towne and Joanna 
Blessing, had been married there.  Several of Mary’s siblings were also baptized at St. 
Nicholas.   Mary, her parents and family left England late in June 1635 and arrived in 
Salem, MA, by August 1635.   About 1655 in Topsfield, MA, Mary Towne married Isaac 
Estey/Eastie, who was baptized Nov. 17, 1628, in Freston, Suffolk, England.  It has been 
assumed that his parents were Jeffery Eastie and Margaret Pett, who married May 29,

 

1606, as recorded in records of St. Peter’s Parish, Freston.     
 

The mystery of Isaac’s parents is the date of the marriage—1606—and the date of the 
baptism of their first child, Mary, on Feb. 16, 1625, followed by the baptism of Isaac 
Nov. 17, 1627, and the birth of Catherine about 1629.  Isaac Eastie’s baptism in St. Pe-
ter’s Church records reads “1627 Nov. 17, Isaac, son of Jeffery Eastie baptized.”   With-
out a mother’s name, we cannot prove that Margaret Pett is the mother.  If she is, why 
no children born between the 1606 marriage and Mary’s birth in 1625?   A 19-year 
span between marriage and first child makes it doubtful that Margaret is the mother.    
Beginning in 1625, three births are recorded, each about two years apart.  This spacing 
implied a mother married shortly before 1625, when the first child was born.    
 

So:  was the Jeffery Eastie who married Margaret Pett indeed Isaac’s father?   Did Mar-
garet die?  Did Jeffery marry a second wife on a date closer to 1625, when daughter 
Mary was born?  Or perhaps a completely different Jeffery, married to a different 
woman in a different place, are really the parents of Isaac Eastie.  If a marriage record 
for a Jeffery Eastie exists with a date closer to the birth and baptism of the three child-
ren, we could solve this mystery.  The St. Peter’s Church records in Freston list only the 
1606 record for Jeffery Eastie’s marriage.   

 

Genealogists who have worked on the Eastie family have assumed that the Jeffery Eas-
tie and Margaret Pett who married in St. Peter’s, Freston, in 1606 were parents of Isaac 
Eastie, who married Mary Towne.  The most notable of these are works of Gay Estey 
Bangs and Karl A. Gelpke.   Neither of these authors wrestled with the 19-year span 
between the marriage and the birth of the first child.   

 

Are there any records other than the 1606 marriage that mention Margaret?  Charles 
Farrow, the TFA’s consulting genealogist in England, was unable to find a will or burial 
for a Margaret (Pett) Eastie in England.  There were no additional marriages for a Jef-
fery Eastie in church records at St. Peter’s, Freston.  No will or burial record exists for a 
Margaret (Pett) Eastie in New England in the places where this family settled, though 
there are records of Jeffery Eastie.  In the year 1651 “Jeffrey Esty” had left Salem and 
removed to Long Island, settling for a time at Southold, then Huntington and later Little 
Neck, where he died Jan. 4, 1657.  His undated will was probated Jan. 23, 1659.  
  

Was a wife of Jeffery named in his will when he died?   TFA member James Roome 
found Jeffery Eastie’s will from court records in Huntington, Long Island, NY.  Only 
children Isaac and Catherine are named.  His wife and daughter Mary are not, which  
indicates that neither was alive at the time of his death and probate of the will.   

 

The only record of Margaret (Pett) Eastie in England is the 1606 marriage record in 
Freston.  No records have been found with the name of Jeffery’s wife in New England.   
So the mystery remains.  Were the Jeffery Eastie and Margaret Pett who married in 
1606 Isaac’s parents?  The dates of this marriage and the dates for the baptisms for the 
children make this couple unlikely as parents for the children.  See Charles Farrow’s 
solution to this riddle in the next article.  
 

WHAT DID THE NEXT 
GENERATON THINK? 

 

One TFA member brought three gen-
erations of her family to the annual 
reunion in Salem.  Her grandchildren 
report the event lived up to their expec-
tations.  They especially enjoyed the 
archaeological dig at the Rebecca 
Nurse Homestead.  Lauren, 19, said, “I 
liked seeing the way of life our ances-
tors lived.  The re-enactors were very 
informative and knew all of the an-
swers right away.” 
 

Tyler, 14, said, “It was thrilling to find 
the old nails, glass, bricks and old pipe 
stems in the earth” at the Nurse Ho-
mestead.  Kali, 7, said, “the dig and 
finding artifacts” was her favorite ac-
tivity.  But Ryan, 5, said his favorite 
activity was the raffle at Sunday night’s 
dinner “because I won Wall-E.” 
 

The most popular presentation with 
the teenagers was the Gravestone 
Girls.  Lauren said, “I enjoyed seeing 
the gravestone symbols and especially 
enjoyed the parking meter story.”  [The 
gravestone of a former parking meter 
attendant included a parking meter—
Ed.]  Tyler also thought the Gravestone 
Girls talk was “funny and filled us in on 
cool facts about gravestones.”   
 

This was the first visit to Salem for all 
the grandchildren.  All of them enjoyed 
the historic atmosphere of the Haw-
thorne Hotel, although seven-year-old 
Kali thought it had “creepy things.”  
Only Lauren had studied the witch hys-
teria—briefly—in school.   
 

Fourteen-year-old Tyler summed up the 
reunion this way:  “I enjoyed the entire 
visit, especially meeting everyone and 
learning about genealogy.”  Lauren, 
19, agreed:  “I loved being part of the 
history of our family first-hand.  It’s 
always much more meaningful to expe-
rience it.” 
  

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THE ESTY FAMILY AND THEIR ARNOLD RELATIONS 
  

Part 2: Answering Some Questions 
 

By Charles Farrow, Consulting Genealogist, Towne Family Association  
 

In my last article [About Towne, Vol. XXXI, No. 2], I said we would look at the Arnold family in this is-
sue.  The best laid plans of mice and men come to naught!  Further discoveries have resulted in a 
change of plan.  Instead, we will return to Christopher Eastie, for I have found his baptism along with 
those of his elder brothers Thomas and Jeffery.  Moreover, by a supreme twist of fate, the answer to 
my question about the mother of Isaac Esty was in fact residing on my own bookshelf, and the original 
discovery was mine—not, however, because of any interest in Esty, but because I was researching the 
Salmon family.  
 

The small parish of Burstall adjoins Hintlesham to the northeast, the two churches being but a mile 
apart as the crow flies.  The parish register survives from 1542 for baptisms, from 1540 for marriages 
and burials, and contains four entries of interest.  On July 19, 1548, Thomas Eastie,  “sonne of Jeffery 
Eastie,” was baptized; on April 29, 1550, Jeffery Eastie, “sonne of *blank+,” was baptized; on April 9, 

1552, Xptofer [Christopher+ Eastie, “sonne of *blank+,” was baptized; and on December 17, 1558, Wil-
liam Eastie was buried.  We must remember that the parchment book in which these entries appear is a 
copy made about 1600 from the original paper register which has long ago disappeared.  Many such 
paper “books” were nothing more than a collection of loose papers.  Despite the lack of a father’s 
name, it is clear that the last two baptisms are children of Jeffery, since they agree with the order dis-
cernable from his will [see About Towne Vol. XXI, No. 2, p. 30].  Because of an impending deadline 
when this information was discovered, no further research into other Burstall records has been possi-
ble.  It will form the basis of future Esty research.  Suffice to say that old Jeffery and his family moved 
from Burstall to Hintlesham between 1552 and 1568. 
 

Apart from the baptisms of his children as given in the last issue of About Towne, we have no informa-
tion about Christopher Eastie until he was buried in the churchyard of St. Peter’s Church, Freston, on 
November 10, 1621, having made his will three days earlier.  Wife An did not long survive him.  She was 
buried with him on May 31, 1623, having made her will on May 26 at Holbrooke, where she was then 
living.  Christopher mentions no land in his will; but An certainly leaves her lands to her eldest son, Jef-
fery.  [Note that in these wills, original spellings have been retained.  In some cases, the same word is 
spelled differently each time it appears.  If any word is a mystery to the reader, try pronouncing it 
aloud.—Ed.] 
 

Will of Christopher Eastie 
7th day of Noevember 1621 
In the name of God amen I Xphofer [Christopher] Eastie of Freston in the countie of Suffolk yeoman being sycke & 
weake in body but of good & perfect remembrance thankes be to God do make this my last will & testament in manner & forme 
followinge 
First I bequeath my soule into the handes of allmyghtie God my maker & my body to be buryed in the churchyard where-
soever yt shall please God to call me, & as for my worldly goodes I give them as followeth 
First I geve unto An my wife two neate [cattle] which she will chose one horse one carte & trayse with coller & chart saddle 

Continued on next page 
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belonging to the same with field belles & a ploughe with all thinges belonging to the same 
Also I geve unto An my wife syxe good ewes as she will chuse, thre [three] hogges [castrated male sheep, aged one year] all 
my corne in the barne with al the stores as hay & strawe  
Further I geve unto my wife all my goodes & moveables standing & being within my house without exceptyon 
Further I geve unto Jeffery Eastie my eldest sonne fourtie shillings of lawfull Inglishe money to be payd unto him by my 
executrixe within two yeares after my decease 
Also I geve unto Edmond Eastie my second sonne fourtie shillinges to be payed him within two yeares next after the other 
sayd forty shillinges 
Also I bequeath unto Xpofer Eastie my third sonne fortye shillinges to be payed in like manner 
Also I geve unto George Eastie my fourth sonne forty shillings to be payd to him in like manner 
Item I geve unto Edmond my fifth sonne forty shillinges to be payd unto him in like manner, that ys to say within two years 
one after an other 
Item I geve unto Thomas Eastie my syxth sonne forty shillinges to be payed unto him at the age of fower & twenty yeares 
Further I geve unto An Brette my Grandchild thre poundes of good & lawfull money of england to be payed unto her at the 
age of fower & twenty yeares by my executour 
Also I geve unto Elysabeth Eastie my daughter fyve poundes to be payed at her day of marryage 
All the rest of my goodes unbequeathed I geve unto my wife whom I make my sole executrix of this my last Will & testament  
In witnesse whereof I have sett my hand the day & yeare above written 
Witnesses Willyam Smythe & An Langleye 
Approved at Ipswich by Suffolk Archdeaconry Court 20th February 1621 by Anne the relict and Executrix named in the 
Will  
 

Will of An Eastye 
 

In the Name of God Amen The xxvith daye of Maye in the yere of oure lorde God one Thowsande Sixe hundreth twentye 
and three I An Eastye of Holbrooke in the County of Suffolk widowe being sicke and weake in bodye but notwithstanding 
in good and perfitt remembraunce Thankes be unto allmightye God Calling to mynde the Frayle estate of this mortall liefe 
and the uncerten ende thereof And allso beinge Carefull to sett a quiet staye [distribution] of suche worldelye goodes as the 
lorde hathe Endowed me doe declare and make this my Testament and laste will in manner and fourme as followeth. 
Firste and principallye I Comende my soule unto allmightye God my Creator and maker, and to Jesus Christe my Aloone 
savioure and Redemer, trustinge in by and Thorough his deathe and passion to have free Remission & pardon of all my 
sinnes And to be partaker of that imortall kingdome which is prepared for the Elect And my bodye to the earthe from whence 
it was framed to be buried in xpian [Christian] buriall At the discretion of my executor whom I shall hereafter name. 
Item I give and bequeath the some of one hundreth poundes of good and lawfull money of Englonde to be paide unto my 
Children & grandechildren videlit [namely] Christopher, Edmonde, George, Edmonde the younger, Thomas, An Brett 
wiefe of George Brett, Elyzabeth my daughter and An Brett my grandechilde as followeth. 
First I Give and bequeath unto Elizabeth my daughter the some of Fouretene poundes fyve shillinges eight pence of good 
and lawfull money of England parte of the saide hundreth poundes to be paide unto her by my Executor at Michallmas [Mi-

chaelmas, Sept. 29] twelve month next after my discease. 
Item I give unto the said Elizabeth my daughter one milche Cowe at her Choise to be delivered unto her imediatelye after my 
decease. 

Continued from previous page 
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Item I give unto the saide Elizabeth my daugher one posted Bedsted a fether bed and fether bolster whereon I nowe lye tooe 
[two] pillowes with all the bedding used or belonging to the same A pooke  of fethers, the one half of my linnen & wollen Apar-
rell (Except one payer of sheetes of the seconde sorte) And one littell Coofer [coffer] of lynnen over and besydes the said 
halfe, Which saide seconde paier of sheetes before excepted I give unto Jeffery Eastye my sonne. 
Item I give unto the said Elizabeth my daughter all my Cheese that is nowe within the house and all that shalbe [shall be] 

made Before my departure, Exceptinge fower of the said Cheses which fower I doe give unto An Brett my daughter at her 
Choyse to be delyverd to her imediately after my decease. 
Also I give unto the said An Brett my daughter the other halfe of my lynnen & woollen Excepte the said Cofer [coffer]. 
Item I give and bequeath unto Christofer Eastye my sonne the some of fourtene poundes five shillinges & eight pence of good 
and Lawfull money of Englonde parte of the saide Hundreth pownde to be paide unto the saide Christofer by my executor 
within to [two] yeres next after my decease or within fouretene dayes after. 
Item I give and bequeath unto George Eastye the some of Fouretene poundes fyve shillinges & eight pence of good & lawfull 
money of England parcell of the said hundreth poundes to be paide unto him within thre yeres next after my decease or within 
Fowertene daies after.  
Item I give unto the said George my sonne a parcell of aser wooll  [a type of wool] imediately after my decease. 
Item I give unto An Brett my daughter Fower poundes fyve shillinges eight pence of good and laufell money of Englonde 
likewise parcell of the said hundreth poundes to be paide unto her within fower yeres nexte after my decease uppon Condicon 
[condition] that George Brett nowe the husbande of the said Ann my daughter shalbe Contented therewith and not to trouble 
my Executor or make Chalenge for anye parte or portion of the goodes of my late Husband Christofer Eastye And yf the 
saide George Brett shall Contende with my Executor for any parte of my said husbandes goodes Then I will that the said 
An Brett my daughter shalle have but twentye shillinges And be utterlye voyde of my saide former gifte. 
Item I give and bequeath unto Edmonde Eastye the younger my sonne the some of Fouretene poundes fyve shillinges eighte 
pence of goode and lawfull money of Englonde parte of the saide hundreth poundes to be paid unto the said Edmonde within 
fyve yeres next after my decease. 
Item I give and bequeath unto Thomas Eastye my sonne Foureteen poundes fyve shillinges eight pence of good and lawfull 
money of Engelonde parte of the said hundreth poundes to be paide by my Executor within sixe yeres next after my decease. 

Continued from previous page 

Christopher  
Eastie was bap-
tized at St. 
Mary’s, Burstall, 
in 1552 and Wil-
liam Eastie was 
buried there in 
1558.   
 
Photos courtesy  
Simon Knott, www. 
suffolkchurches.co.uk 
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Item I give and bequeath unto An Brett my grandechilde the some of Tenn poundes of good and Lawfull mony of En-
glond likewise parte of the said hundreth poundes to be paide unto George Brett my sonne in lawe her father to the use of 
the saide An within Fower yeres next after my decease.  Provided and my will is that the saide George Brett my sonne in 
lawe shall Enter into sufficient bonde To my executor for his dischardg [discharge]. That the saide An Brett shall have the 
saide parte withe the benefitt and profitt that shalbe made thereof well and treulye paid her when she shall Come to the age 
of one and twenty yeres And yf the said George Brett shall Refuse to Enter into sufficient bonde as aforesaide That 
then my saide executor shall paie the saide ten poundes to the saide An Brett at her Age of one and twenty yeres or within 
xxti [twenty] dayes after notyce given to the executor that she is maryed which happen First. 
Item I Give and bequeath unto Edmond Eastye thelder my sonne the some of Fowertene poundes Fyve shillinges Eighte 
pence of goode and Lawfull money of Englonde the remayner of the said hundreth pounde to be paide to my Executorr 
within seaven yeres next after my decease. 
Yf any of my said children George Thomas Edmond the younger and Elizabeth shall departe this lyfe syngle or unmaryed 
before they or Anye of them shall have Receyved their saide portions Then I will that their parte or portions so deceased 
shall remayne to the rest of my saide sonnes & daughters parte & parte lyke equally devided And yf An Brett my grand-
child shall happen to departe this liefe before the tyme of payment of the saide legasie of ten poundes Then I will & bequeath 
the same ten poundes to An Brett her mother. 
Item I give and bequeath unto Marye Eastye Christofer Estye and Elsabeth Eastye the Children of Christofer Eas-
tye my sonne to ech of them one ewe lambe of the midle sorte to be delyvered unto them imediately next after my decease. 
Item I give and bequeath unto Constance Ellis my servant one ewe and a lambe to be delyvered unto her by my Executor 
imediatelye next after my decease. 
All the Residue of my moveable goodes unbequeathed whatsoever I give unto Jeffry Eastye my sonne towardes the pay-
ment of my debtes and legasies funerall expences and all other thinges to this my last will Appertayning and belonging 
And I make & ordeine Jeffery Estye my sonne sole executor. 
Item I geve [give] and bequeath to the saide Jefferye Eastye my sonne for the better perfoureinge [performing] of this my 
laste will All my houses and landes lying in Freston to holde to him and to his heires so longe tyme As he shall perfourme 
this my testament & last will Acording to the entent and true Meaning thereof And yf he shall fayle To perfourme The 
same Then I will that his estate shall cease and be determined And I will that Edmonde Eastye thelder [the elder] my 
sonne shall Enter uppon my said houses and landes and all the Residue of my moveable goodes before bequeathed And 
holde the same landes to him & his hayrer [heir] lykwyse so longe tyme as he shall observe and perfourme This my laste will 
and testament Acording to the intente and true meaning thereof and be my Executor. 
Provided Allwayes and my will is That if Anye of my saide Children and grandechildren shall or will not be Contented 
to receyve theire said severall portions by me befoore given And Bequeathed in full satisfaction of such legasie or legasies 
befoore given them by the last will and testament of Christofer Eastye theire father Then I will that they or everye of them 
shalbe voyde all suche gifte or giftes before by me given. 
All other willes I utterlye revooke. 
In wittnes that this is my true and Last Will I have hereunto put my hande and seale (being fower leaves in Number) the 
daye and yere First above written Theise being wittnesses Edward Farrar Thomas Percyvall with other       Seal of said 
Anne Estye 
Proved at Ipswich 10th February 1623/4 [see below] by Jeffery Estie the Executor 
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It has been confidently asserted by those who have written about him that Jeffery Eastie, eldest 
son of Christopher and An, was married at Freston Church on May 29, 1606, to Margaret Pett (not 
Pote, as sometimes stated).  This is quite unlikely, not least because in 1606 he would almost cer-
tainly have been under 21.  This marriage is much more likely to have been that of Jeffery, son of 
Edmond Estye of Hintlesham [see About Towne, Vol. XXXI, No. 2, pp.33-34+.  It will be noted in An’s 
will, above, that while she gives bequests to grandchildren, none of them are Jeffery’s children.  
There is a clear implication that he was unmarried at this time.  Moreover, there is a total absence 
of baptisms of children of Jeffery and Margaret Eastie at Freston, indicating they did not live there.  
Jeffery, son of Edmond, was left leases at Hintlesham, so he had a base there and would take his 
bride back to his home. 
 

The baptisms of the children of Jeffery in Freston only commence in what we now call 1626.  Before 
1752, the year began on March 25, so January, February and March up to the 24th belonged to the 
previous year.  On February 17, 1625 (our 1626), Mary, daughter of Jeffery Eastie, was baptized in 
St. Peter’s Church at Freston.  Then on November 17, 1627, son Isaac was baptized there.  In nei-
ther instance is the mother named, as was customary in this register at this time.   
 

If Margaret Pett was the mother, then she would have been quite old to start producing children.  
Rather we should look for a marriage of Jeffery before 1625, and indeed there is one—some dis-
tance away at Old Newton, a small village north of the town of Stowmarket, not far from the road 
from Ipswich to Bury St. Edmunds.  There is no parish register surviving for Old Newton; but fortu-
nately the parish, unlike Hintlesham, was in the archdeaconry of Sudbury.  Every year, except when 
the bishop was making a visitation, the incumbent [rector or vicar of the parish] and churchwardens 
[church officials] of every parish in the archdeaconry were obliged to make a copy of the parish reg-
ister entries and take it to the archdeacon’s visitation.  These register bills, or archdeacons’ tran-
scripts, have survived for Sudbury archdeaconry, and the bill made for 1624 in Old Newton contains 
a marriage of Jeffery Estie and Mary Salmon on September 1.  This is a perfect fit with the baptisms 
at Freston, where Jeffery had his property derived from his mother. 
 

Mary Salmon comes from a most interesting family about whom many pages have already been 
written.  She was baptized at St. Nicholas Church, Rattlesden, on November 5, 1594, the fourth 
daughter of Richard Salmon and his wife, Elizabeth Tomson.  Richard did not remarry after the early 
death of Elizabeth.  He ended his days at Wetherden, between Rattlesden and Old Newton, and 
made a will on May 20, 1636, which was proved in Sudbury archdeaconry court on June 8, 1636.  He 
gives “to Susan Munninges my Daughter and to my Daughter Eastes All my Linnen to be equally de-
vided betwene them parte & portion alike.”  From this it would appear that Mary Easty was still in 
England at the date of the will.  The family must have left for Salem very soon after Richard died. 
 

The Salmon family can be traced back through Richard’s father, John Salmon of Wolney Hall, Creet-
ing St. Olave and later Mendlesham, to Robert Salmon of Needham Market, whose father, William 
Salmon, is first recorded there in 1496.  The fruits of many years of research can be read in Derek 
Salmon’s book cited hereafter.  In the next issue I will look at the Andrews family and will unlock a 
clue as to why Jeffery might have looked to mid-Suffolk for his bride.   
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Manuscript sources 
Suffolk Record Office Ipswich  
IC/AA1/57/111  Will of Christopher Eastie 1621 
IC/AA1/59/50  Will of An Eastie 1623/4 
FB9/D1/1  Burstall Parish Registers 
FB195/D1/1  Freston Parish Registers 
FB199/D1/1  Woolverstone Parish Registers 
Suffolk Record Office Bury St Edmunds 
IC 500/1/92/28  Will of Richard Sallman 1636 
Sudbury Archdeaconry Archdeacons Tran-
scripts 
 
Printed sources 
A Salmon Family History Five Hundred Years 
from Suffolk to Sevenoaks by Derek C N Sal-
mon 2007.  [N.B.:  Copies of this book can be 
obtained from J. Salmon Ltd., Tubs Hill Works, 
100 London Road, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1BB 
U.K.  E–mail: enquiries@jsalmon.co.uk for 
price including postage and packaging.] 
Towne Family William Towne and Joanna 
Blessing Salem Massachusetts 1635 Five Gen-
erations of Descendants by Lois Payne Hoover 
2010.  [N.B.: Copies of the second printing of 
this book may be ordered for $75 from Lois P. 
Hoover, 24093 Eucalyptus Ct., Auburn, CA 
95602.  CA residents add $6.19 sales tax.  More 
information from Lphoov@yahoo.com] 

Continued from previous page  
Jeffery Estie and Mary Salmon were married at St. 

Mary’s, Old Newton (above and below), on Septem-
ber 1, 1624.  Photos this page and on page 71 cour-
tesy Simon Knott and www.suffolkchurches.co.uk.  

See this website and www.norfolkchurches.co.uk for 
a superb collection of photos of churches included 

on the TFA's September 2012 itinerary. 
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JOIN THE TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
IN ENGLAND NEXT YEAR! 

 
         

The Towne Family Association plans a trip to the ancestral homes of William and Joanna Blessing Towne and many of their family 
members Sept. 4—12, 2012.  Articles by the TFA’s consulting English genealogist, Charles Farrow, have appeared in the last sev-
eral About Towne issues with information about the important events and places in the lives of our ancestors in England.   
 

Why not see these places for yourself?  Walk in the footsteps of your ancestors; see where they lived and view some of the 
records that document their lives.  Meet Charles Farrow and share his wealth of knowledge about the Townes’ English origins. 
 

For all the details, see the trip brochure you received with your June 2011 copy of About Towne.  The December 2010 issue of 
About Towne also contained the entire tour itinerary.  Both the trip brochure and back issues of About Towne are available at 
the TFA website, www.TowneFolk.com.   
 

Cost of the trip (excluding airfare) is $2,250 per person.  But if you sign up before Oct. 31, 2011, per-person cost is only $$1,995.   
 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Yes!   I/we want to join the Towne Family Association England trip Sept. 4-12, 2012.  Please reserve ___space(s).  I/we en-
close deposit of $_____ ($500 per person).  Make check payable to TFA, Inc., & mail to Linda Bixby Fulmer, P.O. Box 5026, Care-
free, AZ 85377.   
 
1

st
 person _______________________________________  2

nd
 person  __________________________________________ 

(Please print)                       (If contact info for 2nd person differs, please provide it separately.) 
 

Address _______________________________________City ________________________  State _____  ZIP ____________ 
 

Home phone (        ) __________________ Cell (         ) __________________ E-mail address _________________________ 
 

Member of Towne Family Association?    _____ Yes    ____ No    (Membership required for trip participation.) 
 

Descendant of which child/children of William & Joanna?   Rebecca    Edmund    Jacob    Mary    Joseph    Sarah  
 

____ Non-smoker   _____ Smoker    List any disability requirements:_____________________________________ 
 

Accommodations choice:     ____ Double bed for couple   OR   ____ twin beds for couple.  (There are few queen beds in England.) 

 

_____ Twin share with a friend.  Friend’s name: ________________________________________ 
 

_____ Single room (single room, no roommate: add $500 to final payment).           ____ Assign roommate for single traveler if possible.           
 

Signature, 1
st

 person ______________________________________ Passport expiration date, 1
st

 person ________________ 
 

Signature, 2
nd

 person ______________________________________ Passport expiration date, 2
nd

 person _______________ 
If your passport expires before or during the trip, please renew now! 

 

For itinerary and details, see www.townefolk.com and click on England Trip, or see December 2010 About Towne.   

COST: $2,250 per person not including airfare, hotel transfers, some meals as shown in itinerary.   
EARLY BIRD COST:  $1,995 (deposit must be received before Oct. 31, 2011).  Sign-up deadline: April 30, 2012.  Remainder of all fees due April 30, 2012. 

Travel insurance available for extra fee.  Cancellations 90 days before departure receive refund of one-half of deposit. 
 

Questions?  Contact Karen Johnsen karen.johnsen@sbcglobal.net or Elizabeth Hanahan HanahanTFA@aol.com  

http://www.townefolk.com/
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